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ARTICLE I 

ENACTING CLAUSE, TITLE, PURPOSES, AND LEGAL CLAUSES 

Section 1.1 ENACTING CLAUSE. 

An Ordinance adopted under authority of, and in accordance with the provisions of 

the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act No. 110 of the 2006 Public Acts of Michigan, as 

amended, to establish comprehensive zoning regulations for Norvell Township, 

Jackson County, Michigan, and to provide for the administration, enforcement and 

amendment thereof, and the repeal of all ordinances in conflict herewith. 

Section 1.2 TITLE. 

This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as "The Zoning Ordinance of 
Norvell Township." 

Section 1.3 PURPOSES. 

This Ordinance has been established for the purposes of: 

A. Promoting and protecting the public health, safety, and general 

welfare; 

B. Protecting the character and stability of the agricultural, recreational, 

residential, commercial, and industrial areas; and promoting the orderly 

and beneficial development of such areas; and to prevent the 

acceleration of surface water run-off onto adjacent properties or bodies 

of water; as well as the contamination of adjacent properties or bodies 

of water; 

C. Preventing the overcrowding of land and undue concentration of 

population by regulating the intensity of use of land and the area of 

open spaces surrounding buildings and structures necessary to provide 

adequate light, air, and privacy and to protect the public health; 

D. Lessening and avoiding congestion on public highways and streets; 
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E. Providing for the needs of agriculture, recreation, residence, 

commerce, and industry in future growth to conform with the most 

advantageous uses of land, resources, and properties, with reasonable 

consideration of other things, the general and appropriate trend and 

character of land, building, and population development as studied and 

recommended by the Norvell Township Planning Commission and the 

Norvell Township Board. 

F Encouraging the most appropriate use of lands in accordance with 

their character and adaptability, and prohibiting uses which are 

incompatible with the character of development permitted within 

specified zoning districts; 

G. Conserving the taxable value of land and structures; 

H. Conserving the expenditures of funds for public improvements and 

services; 

I. Protecting against fire, explosion, noxious fumes and odors, heat, dust, 

smoke, glare, noise, vibration, radioactivity, and other nuisances and 

hazards in the interest of the people. 

J. Providing for the completion, restoration, reconstruction, extension or 

substitution of non-conforming uses. 

Section 1.4 VALIDITY AND SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. 

If any court of competent jurisdiction shall declare any part of this Ordinance to be 

invalid, such ruling shall not affect any other provisions of this Ordinance not 

included in said ruling. 

If any court of competent jurisdiction shall declare invalid the application of any 

provision of this Ordinance to a particular land, parcel, lot, district, use, building, or 

structure, such ruling shall not affect the application of said provision to any other 

land, parcel, lot, district, use, building, or structure, not specifically included in said 

ruling. 

Section 1.5 CONFLICT WITH OTHER LAWS. 

Where any condition imposed by any provision of this Ordinance upon the use of 
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any lot, building, or structure is either more restrictive or less restrictive than any 

comparable condition imposed by any other provision of this Ordinance or by the 

provision of any ordinance adopted under any other law, the provision which is 

more restrictive or which imposes a higher standard or requirement shall govern. 

This Ordinance is not intended to abrogate or annul any easement, covenant, or 

other private agreement provided that where any provision of this Ordinance is more 

restrictive or imposes a higher standard or requirement than such easement, 

covenant, or other private agreement, the provision of this Ordinance shall govern. 

Section 1.6 PERIOD OF EFFECTIVENESS. 

This Ordinance shall remain in full force and affect henceforth unless repealed. 

Section 1.7 EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Ordinance was adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Norvell, 

Jackson County, Michigan at a meeting held on October 13, 1981, and notice 

ordered published in the Jackson Citizen Patriot, a newspaper having general 

circulation in said Township, as required by Act 184 of the Public Acts of 1943, as 

amended. 

Date: October 13, 1981, as amended 

Adam G. Ulbin, Township Supervisor 

Gloria J. Hubbell, Township Clerk 



ARTICLE II  

DEFINITIONS 

Section 2.1 DEFINITIONS. 

For the purpose of this Ordinance, certain terms are herewith defined. When 

consistent with the context the present tense includes the future. Words used 

in the singular number include the plural number, and the plural the singular. 

The word "shall" is always mandatory and not merely permissive. The word 

"person" includes a firm, association, organization, partnership, trust, 

company, or corporation as well as an individual. The words "used" or 

"occupied" include the words "intended," "designed," or "arranged" to be used 

or occupied. 

2.1.0 Accessory Use, Building, or Structure: 

A non-habitable use, building, or structure of a nature 

customarily incidental and subordinate to the principal use, 

building, or structure.  This includes decks. ( adopted 12/10/21) 

2.1.1.1 Accepted Animal Waste Management Practices: 

Methods through which animal wastes are handled, stored or 

utilized in an environmentally accepted manner so that 

pollutants generated by animal feeding operations and 

discharged to the waters of the State are reduced to levels 

compatible with established water quality objectives. 

2.1.1.2 Animal Feeding Operation:  

a. Lot or facility where the following conditions are met: 

1. Animals have been, are, or will be, stabled or 

confined and fed or maintained for a total of 45 

days or more, in any 12-month period, and 

2. A sustained ground cover (crops, vegetation; forage 

growth or post harvest residue) cannot be 

maintained during the normal growing season over 

that portion of the lot or facility where the animals 

are housed or confined. 
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b. Two or more animal feeding operations if they are under 

common ownership and adjacent to each other or if they 

share a common area or system for waste disposal. 

c. A new animal feeding operation means an animal feeding 

operation proposed for construction, or an expansion, 

enlargement, alteration or substantial change in operation of 

an existing animal feeding operation. 

2.1.1.3 Animal Unit: 

A unit of measure used to determine the total number of single 

animal types, or combination of animal types, which are fed, 

confined, maintained or stabled in an animal feeding operation 

where one animal unit is equivalent to: 

• One (1.0) beef or slaughter cattle 

• Seven-tenths (0.7) mature dairy cattle, (whether milked or dry cows) 

• Two and five-tenths (2.5) swine, each weighing 55 lbs. or more 

• Five-tenths (0.5) horses 

• Fifty-five (55) turkeys 

• One hundred (100) laying hens or broilers 

(if the facility has a liquid manure handling system) 

• Five (5 ) ducks 

2.1.1.4 Animal Waste: 

Manure, bedding, flush waters or other by-products of 

commercial agriculture. 

2.1.1.8 Aquifer:  

A geological formation that is capable of yielding a significant 

amount of ground water to a well or spring. 

2.1.1.12 Asphalt Plant:  

An establishment engaged in petroleum refining, manufacturing 

asphalt-type roofing materials, asphalt and tar paving mixtures; and 

paving block made of asphalt and various compositions of 
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asphalt or tar with other materials. 

2.1.1.16 Automobile Body Repair Establishment: 

A structure and premises used for the primary purposes of 

automobile refinishing, body work, bumping and painting, or 

refinishing thereof. 

2.1.2 Automobile Service Station:  

A structure and premises used for the retail sale or supply of 

fuels, lubricants, air, water, and other operating commodities for 

motor vehicles; including the customary space and facilities for 

the installation of such commodities; and including space for 

storage, or servicing, such as polishing, washing, cleaning, 

greasing, oil change, and minor repairs, thereof 

2.1.2.5 Bed and Breakfast Establishment: 

A use within a single family dwelling unit in which transient 

guests are provided a sleeping room, breakfast and access to 

bathing and lavatory facilities in return for payment. 

2.1.3 Billboard:  

See Outdoor Advertising Sign  

2.1.4 Block:  

Land bounded by streets or by a combination of streets and 

public parks, cemeteries, railroad right-of-ways; bulkhead lines 

or shorelines; or the corporate boundary lines of the township. 

2.1.5 Board of Appeals: 

The Township Board of Appeals of the Township of Norvell, 

Jackson County, Michigan. 

2.1.6 Boarding House or Rooming House: 

A dwelling where meals and/or lodging are provided for 

compensation to persons by prearrangement for definite periods 

of time. 
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 2.1.6.3 Body of Water: 

A Lake or Stream.  

 2.1.6.5 Bog:  

A peatland which is isolated from ground or surface water (only 

significant water inputs are directly from rain) and dominated by 

mosses (Sphagnum), shrubs, sedges, and evergreen trees such as 

black spruce and tamarack. 

 2.1.7 Building/Structure:  

An enclosed structure having a roof supported by columns, 

walls, or other devices and used for the housing, shelter, or 

enclosure of persons, animals, or chattels.  (adopted 12/10/21) 

 2.1.8 Building Area:  

The total area taken on a horizontal plane at the largest floor 

level of a building and of all accessory buildings on the same 

lot exclusive of unroofed porches, terraces, patios, and steps; 

and of awnings and non-permanent canopies. 

 2.1.9 Building Height 

The vertical distance measured from grade to the highest point 

of the roof. For a principal and/or accessory building, the 

measurement shall be taken at the point where the building is 

closest to the street upon which the lot frontage is located. 

 2.1.10 Building Inspector: 

The Township Building Inspector of the Township of Norvell, 

Jackson County, Michigan. 

 2.1.11 Central Sanitary Sewerage System: 

Any person, firm, corporation, municipal department, or board 

duly authorized to furnish and furnishing under federal, state, or 

municipal regulations to the public a sanitary sewerage disposal 

system from a central location or plant. 
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 2.1.11.5 Child Care Facility: 

A building and premises used to provide group care for 

children, including, but not limited to preschool, and private 

kindergartens. 

 2.1.11.6 Concrete Plant: 

An establishment primarily engaged in manufacturing cement, 

including cement delivered to a purchaser in a plastic and/or 

unhardened state. This industry includes production of products 

from a combination of cement and aggregate. 

 2.1.11.15 Clinic: 

An establishment where human patients are admitted for 

examination and treatment by a group of physicians, dentists or 

similar professionals on an outpatient basis. A clinic may 

incorporate customary laboratories and pharmacies incidental or 

necessary to its operation. 

       2.1.11.17 Clubs: 

The building and facilities owned or used by a nonprofit 

organization of persons for special purposes or for the 

promotion of sports, arts, sciences, literature, politics, social 

activities, and other similar group activities. 

      2.1.11.20 Commercial Agriculture: 

The use of land and/or structures for the growing and/or 

production of farm products for income. 

       2.1.11.25 Commercial Fueling Station: 

An unmanned automated fuel service facility which dispenses 

gasoline and diesel fuel exclusively to commercial fleet 

vehicles. 
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 2.1.12 Conditional Use: 

A use which is subject to conditional approval by the planning 

commission and the township board. A conditional use may be 

granted only when the specific provisions of this Ordinance are 

complied with. A conditional use is not considered to be a 

nonconforming use. 

 2.1.13 Court (Open Space): 

An open space, on the same lot with a building or group of 

buildings and which is bounded on two or more sides by such 

building or buildings. 

      2.1.13.5 Cul-de-sac:  

A dead end public or private street, generally short in distance, 

which terminates in a circular or semi-circular section of street 

which allows for vehicle turnaround. 

      2.1.13.6 Deck: 

A platform constructed of wood or other materials, which is 

attached or unattached to a dwelling unit, and commonly used 

for leisure activities. 

    2.1.14 Drive-in:  

A business establishment so developed that its retail or service 

character is primarily dependent on providing a driveway 

approach or parking spaces for motor vehicles so as to service 

patrons while in the motor vehicles as well as within the 

building or structure. 

 2.1.15 Dwelling Area: 

The dwelling area of a dwelling unit is composed of sleeping 

rooms, kitchen, dining room, den, studio, bathrooms, family 

and living rooms. 
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 2.1.16 Dwelling:  

One or more rooms for the use by one family only, as a 

housekeeping unit with space for a kitchen and bathroom 

facilities, living and sleeping areas. 

 2.1.17 Dwelling-Single-Family:  

A detached building, including a manufactured home, 

premanufactured home, or conventionally constructed home, 

designed for or occupied by one family only, which complies 

with the following standards: 

a. Dwellings shall comply with the minimum square 

footage requirements of this ordinance as specified in 

Section 8.13. 

b. Dwellings in the RS-2 Single-Family Suburban 

Residential District shall have a minimum width of twenty 

(20) feet across every section. Dwellings in all other 

districts shall have a minimum width of twenty-four (24) 

feet across every section. (Attached enclosures designed to 

be used as a year-round living area shall meet the 

minimum width requirements of this section.) 

c. All habitable rooms shall have a minimum height as 

required in the Norvell Township Building Code. Where 

dwellings are required to comply with any federal or state 

standards or regulations for construction and where such 

standards or regulations for construction are different from 

those imposed by the Norvell Township Building Code, 

then and in that event such federal or state standard or 

regulation shall apply. 

d. For health and safety reasons, all dwellings shall be firmly 

attached to a permanent foundation constructed on the site 

in accordance with the township building code, 

manufacturer specifications and/or all other state and 

federal regulations. 
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e. Towing mechanisms, including axles, shall be removed 

from all homes at the time of installation and stored so as 

too not be visible to the community. 

f. Dwellings shall be connected to a public water and sewer 

system, if available, or to private facilities approved and 

certified by the Jackson County Health Department. 

g. Dwellings shall have, as a minimum, a 4.0 to 12-pitch 

roof. 

h. Roof drainage (gutter and downspout): Dwellings shall 

have a controlled method of water disposal from roofs 

that will collect and discharge all roof drainage to the 

ground surface at least ten (10) feet from foundation 

walls to an approved drainage system. 

i. For all exterior door openings, dwellings shall contain a 

stairway or ramp connected to a landing and/or porch. 

Dwellings shall be aesthetically compatible in design and 

appearance with other residences in the vicinity. The 

compatibility of design and appearance shall be 

determined in the first instance by the Township Zoning 

Inspector upon review of the plans submitted for a 

particular dwelling subject to appeal by an aggrieved 

party to the Zoning Board of Appeals within a period of 

fifteen (15) days from the receipt of notice of said Zoning 

Inspector's decision. Any determination of compatibility 

shall be based upon the standards set both in the definition 

of "dwelling" as well as the character of residential 

development outside of manufactured housing 

communities within 1,000 feet of the subject dwelling 

where such area is developed with dwellings to the extent 

of not less than twenty (20) percent of said area; or, where 

said area is not so developed, by the character of 

residential development outside of manufactured housing 

communities throughout the Township. The foregoing 

shall not be construed to prohibit innovative design 

concepts involving such matters as solar energy, view, 

unique land contour, or relief from the common or 

standard designed home. 
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k. Dwellings shall contain no additions or rooms or other 

areas which are not constructed with similar materials and 

which are similar in appearance and which have similar 

quality of workmanship as the original structure, 

including the above-described foundation and permanent 

attachment to the principal structure. 

1. Dwellings shall comply with all pertinent building and fire 

codes. In the case of mobile homes, the standards for 

mobile home construction as contained in the United 

States Department of Housing and Urban Development 

(HUD) regulations entitled "Mobile Home Construction 

and Safety Standards," effective June 15, 1976, as 

amended, shall apply. However, in no case shall a 

manufactured home be more than ten (10) years old at the 

time of placement on a lot. 

m. Dwellings shall be properly maintained against 

deterioration and/or damage from the elements or 

otherwise by prompt and appropriate repairs, surface 

coating, and other appropriate protective measures. 

n. The foregoing standards shall not apply to a mobile home 

located in a licensed manufactured housing community or 

mobile home subdivision except to the extent required by 

state or federal law or otherwise specifically required in 

this ordinance pertaining to such communities or 

subdivisions. 

 2.1.18 Dwelling - Two-Family: 

A detached building designed for or occupied by two families 

only, with separate housekeeping and space for a kitchen and 

bathroom facilities, living and sleeping areas for each 

unit.(Standards in Section 2.1.17. (a) through (m), shall apply.) 

 2.1.19 Dwelling - Multiple-Family: 

A building designed for or occupied by three or more families, 

with separate housekeeping and space for a kitchen and 

bathroom facilities, living and sleeping areas for each unit. 

(Standards in Section 2.1.17. (a) through (m), shall apply.) 
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2.1.20 Easement:  

Any private or dedicated public way other than a street, 

providing a secondary means of access to a property having a 

width of not less than twenty-five (25) feet. 

2.1.20.5 Erosion:  

The process by which soil particles are detached and 

transported by water, ice, wind, and gravity down slope or to 

some downstream point. 

2.1.21 Essential Services: 

The erection, construction, alteration, or maintenance by public 

utilities or municipal departments, commissions, or boards, of 

underground or overhead gas, electric, steam or water 

transmission or distributing systems, collection, 

communications, supply or disposal systems, dams, weirs, 

culverts, bridges, canals, locks, including poles, wires, mains, 

drains, sewers, towers, pipes, conduits, cables, fire alarm boxes, 

police call boxes, traffic signals or signs and fire hydrants, and 

other similar equipment and accessories in connection therewith, 

for the general public health, safety, convenience, or welfare, 

but not including buildings or maintenance depots. 

2.1.22 Family:  

One or more persons living together in a room or rooms 

comprising a single housekeeping unit and related by blood, 

marriage, or adoption, and including the domestic employees 

thereof; or up to three (3) people not so related by blood, or 

adoption. A family is distinguished from a group occupying a 

rooming house, board house, lodging house, club, fraternity 

house, hotel, motel, or tourist home. 

2.1.22.1 Farm:  

A farm is real property used for the growing and/or production 

of farm products for income comprising at least five (5) 

contiguous acres. 
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 2.1.22.2 Farm Animals: 

Livestock including beef and dairy, goats, hogs, horses, poultry, 

sheep and other fur bearing animals, including but not limited to, 

mink. 

 2.1.22.4   Fen: 

A type of peat land that receives mineral rich inputs of ground 

or surface water and dominated by sedges and other grass-like 

vegetation. 

         2.1.23 Free-Standing Identification Sign: 

A sign designed to identify to persons not on the premises only 

the title of the business or profession conducted on the premises, 

and supported by a structural frame independent of any 

other structure. 

         2.1.24 Floor Area: 

The sum of the gross horizontal areas of the several stories of a 

building excluding cellar and basement floor area, but including 

the area of walled and roofed porches and terraces. Dimensions 

for computing floor area shall be measured between exterior 

faces of walls. 

        2.1.24.5 Funneling:  

The use of an inland waterfront property, parcel, or lot as 

common open space to serve as waterfront access for a separate, 

multi-family development, or property containing more than one 

parcel, lot or housing unit, which development or property is 

located away from the waterfront. More particularly, funneling 

is the use of a waterfront property, parcel, or lot contiguous to a 

body of water for access to such body of water by the owners, 

leasers, occupants, or licensees of any of the following types of 

property, if such property contains more than one parcel or lot, 

or more than one dwelling unit: 

a. Non-waterfront property under a separate legal 

description on the Jackson County Tax Roll or property 
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acquired under a separate deed on file with the Jackson 

County Register of Deeds; 

b. Non-waterfront property, if such property contains more 

than one dwelling unit; 

c. Property separated from shoreline properties by a public 
road. 

d. Funneling restrictions shall apply to any lot or parcel of 

land described by metes and bounds regardless of 

whether access to the water shall be gained by easement, 

common fee ownership, single fee ownership or lease. 

The term funneling, as used herein, shall not include any public 

use of a public park or public access site provided or maintained 

by any unit of state, county or local government. 

       2.1.25 Garage-Commercial:  

Any building available to the public operated for gain and 

which is used for storage, rental, greasing, washing, servicing, 

repairing, or adjusting of automobiles or other motor vehicles. 

       2.1.26 Garage-Private:  

Any accessory building or structure used principally for storage 

of automobiles and for other incidental storage purposes only. 

       2.1.26.2 Greenbelt:  

A vacant space abutting a body of water and intended to 

preserve water quality and to maintain the view of the water, 

which shall remain unoccupied. 

       2.1.26.5 High Density Animal Feeding Operation: 

An animal feeding operation that houses or confines farm 

animals whose number total 300 or more animal units 

         2.1.27 Home Occupation: 

An occupation that is traditionally and customarily carried on in 

the home being primarily incidental to the principal residential 

use. (Also see Article VIII Section 8.10) 
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2.1.28 Hotel: A building or structure or part thereof, occupied as 

the more or less temporary abiding place of individuals, in which 

the rooms are usually occupied singly for hire and in which no 

provisions for cooking are made, and in which building there may 

be a general kitchen, and/or public dining room for the 

accommodation of the occupants. The word "hotel" shall not 

include a "motel" or "motor court." 

     2.1.28.5 Hydro geologic Study: 

A study which provides an evaluation of existing soils and 

ground water with respect to the ability of the soil to support 

septic systems, and other types of analyses. 

     2.1.29 Junk Yard: 

A place, structure, parcel, or use of land where junk, waste, 

discard, salvage, or similar materials such as old iron or other 

metal, wood, lumber, glass, paper, rags, cloth, leather, rubber, 

bagging, cordage, barrels, containers, etc., are bought, sold, 

exchanged, stored, baled, packed, disassembled, or handled, 

including auto wrecking yards, inoperative machines, used 

lumber yards, house wrecking, and structural steel materials and 

equipment and including establishments for the sale, purchase, or 

storage of salvaged machinery and the processing of used, 

discarded, or salvaged materials, for any thirty (30) consecutive 

days. 

     2.1.30 Kennel:  

Any premise on which three (3) or more dogs, cats, or similar 

animals are confined either permanently or temporarily for 

purposes of breeding, boarding, sale, leasing, or training for 

compensation
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2.1.30.5 Lake:  

A natural or permanent artificial inland body of water or 

impoundment that has definite banks, a bed, visible evidence of a 

continued occurrence of water, and a surface area of water that is 

more than 5 acres. 

2.1.31 Lot: 

A parcel of land of at least sufficient size to meet minimum 

zoning requirements for use, coverage, and area; and to provide 

such yards and other open spaces as herein required. Such lot 

may consist of a single lot of record; a portion of a lot of record, 

or contiguous portions of lots of record; or a parcel of land 

described by metes and bounds. 

2.1.32 Lot Area: 

The area within the lot lines, but excluding that portion in a 

road or street right-of-way, and/or lakes and streams. 

2.1.32.5 Lot, Contiguous: 

Two (2) or more parcels that share a common property line, or 

are divided by a public street, and under the same ownership. 

2.1.33 Lot Corner: 

A parcel of land at the junction of, and fronting or abutting on, 

two or more intersecting streets. 

2.1.34 Lot Coverage: 

The percentage of the lot occupied by buildings or structures, 

including accessory buildings, structures, and hydro 

impervious substances such as, concrete or asphalt driveways, 

patios and walkways. (Adopted 12/10/21) 

2.1.35 Lot Depth: 

The average distance between the front and rear line of a lot 

measured in the general direction of its side lot lines. 

2.1.36 Lot, Platted: 

A lot which is part of a subdivision and is shown on a map 
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thereof which has been recorded in the office of the Register of 

Deeds of Jackson County. 

2.1.37 Lot of Record: 

A lot which is part of a subdivision and is shown on a map 

thereof which has been recorded in the office of the Register of 

Deeds of Jackson County, or a lot described by metes and 

bounds, the deed to which has been recorded in said office of the 

Register of Deeds. 

2.1.38 Lot, Through or Double Frontage: 

An interior lot having frontage on two parallel or approximately 

parallel streets. 

2.1.39 Lot Width: 

The width of the lot measured at the required front yard setback 

line, and extending to a depth at least equal to the minimum lot 

width requirement of the zoning district in which the lot is 

located. 

2.1.39.5 Manufactured Housing Community: 

A parcel or tract of land of not less than fifteen (15) acres, under 

the control of a person upon which three (3) or more mobile 

homes are located in a continual, non-recreational basis and 

which is offered to the public for that purpose regardless of 

whether a charge is made therefore, together with any building, 

structure, enclosure, street, equipment, or facility used or 

intended for use incident to the occupancy of a mobile home. 

2.1.39.6 Manufactured Home: 

A structure, transportable in one (1) or more sections, which is 

built on a chasses and designed to be used as a dwelling, with or 

without a permanent foundation, when connected to the required 

utilities and includes the plumbing, heating, air-conditioning, 

and electrical systems contained in the structure, excluding, 

however, a vehicle designed and used as a temporary living 

quarters for recreational, camping, or travel purposes 
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including a vehicle having its own motor power or a vehicle 

moved on, or drawn by, another vehicle. 

 2.1.40 Manufacturing:  

The process of converting, treating, or processing of raw 

material or previously processed material into another form. 

 2.1.41 Marina:  

A commercial business dealing primarily with water related 

services and merchandise. 

 2.1.42 Marsh: 

A frequently or continually inundated wetland characterized by 

grass like and other emergent vegetation adapted to saturated soil 

conditions. 

2.1.42.5 Mini-Warehouse:  

A building or group of buildings in a controlled-access and 

fenced compound that contains varying sizes of individual, 

compartmentalized, and controlled-access stalls or lockers for 

the storage of customer's goods or wares. 

2.1.43 Mobile Home: 

For the purpose of this Ordinance, the term mobile home is 

herewith defined as a "Manufactured Home." 

2.1.44 Mobile Home Site: 

A plot of ground within a manufactured housing community 

designed for accommodation of a mobile home. 

2.1.45 Mobile Home Stand: 

That part of a mobile home site designed for the placement of a 

mobile home, attached appurtenant structures, or additions, 

including expandable rooms, enclosed patios, garages or 

structural additions. 
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2.1.46 Motel: 

Any establishment in which individual cabins, courts, or similar 

structures or units, are let or rented to transients for periods of 

less than thirty (30) days. The term "motel" shall include tourist 

cabins and motor courts. A motor court or motel shall not be 

considered or construed to be either a multiple dwelling, a hotel, 

or a trailer coach park. 

2.1.46.5 Motor Home: 

A vehicle designed as a travel unit for occupancy as a 

temporary or seasonal living unit capable of motoring under its 

own power. 

2.1.47 Nonconforming Building or Structure: 

A building or structure lawfully existing at the effective date of 

this Ordinance, or amendments thereto that does not conform to 

the requirements of the district in which it is situated. 

2.1.48 Nonconforming Use: 

A structure, building, plot, premise or land lawfully occupied by 

a use at the effective date of this Ordinance, or amendments 

thereto, that does not conform to the regulations of the district in 

which it is situated. 

2.1.48.5 Noxious Weeds: 

Plants found within the following list: 

Plumeless thistle (carduus acanthoides) 

Musk thistle (carduus nutans) 

Bull thistle (cirsium vulgare) 

Goldenrod (genus solidago, family compositae) 

Ragweed (ambrosia elatlior) 

Poison sumac (toxicodendron vernix) 

Poison ivy ( rhus toxicodendrum) 

Purple loosestrife (lythrum spp.) 
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 2.1.49 Off-Street Parking Area:  

A land surface or facility providing vehicular parking spaces 

along with adequate drives and aisles for maneuvering so as to 

provide access for entrance and exit for the parking of 

automobiles. 

 2.1.50 Outdoor Advertising Sign or Billboard: 

Any sign situated on private premises on which the written or 

pictorial information is not directly related to the principal use 

of the land on which such sign is located. 

 2.1.51 Outlot:  

A lot, included within the boundary of a recorded plat, set aside 

for purposes other than a building site; such as a park, common 

open space, or other land dedicated to public use or reserved for 

private use. 

 2.2.52 Parcel:  

A piece or tract of land in single or joint ownership.  

 2.1.53 Parking Space: 

One unit of a parking area provided for the parking of one (1) 

automobile. 

2.1.53.3 Person:  

An agency, company, organization, firm, association, 

partnership, joint venture, corporation, trust or equivalent entity 

or a combination of any of them as well as a natural person. 

2.1.53.5 Powercraft:  

Watercraft containing a mechanical power unit as its main 

source of power or as a secondary or auxiliary source of power.
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2.1.54 Public Street: 

A public right-of-way which is certified and maintained by the 

Jackson County Road Commission. 

2.1.55 Quarry, Mineral Mining, or Extractive 

Operations:  

Any pit, excavation, or mining operation for the purpose of 

searching for or removing from the premises any earth, rock, 

sand, gravel, clay, stone, slate, marble, or other nonmetallic 

mineral in excess of fifty (50) cubic yards in any calendar year. 

This shall not include any excavation preparatory to the 

construction of a building site/or structure of less than two 

hundred fifty (250) cubic yards in any calendar year. 

2.1.55.10 Retail Store:  

Any building or structure in which goods, wares, or 

merchandise are sold to the consumer for direct consumption 

and not for resale. 

2.1.56 Riding Academy:  

Any establishment where horses are kept for riding, driving, or 

stabling for compensation; or incidental to the operation of any 

club, association, ranch, or similar establishment. 

2.1.56.1 Riparian:   

Adjacent to a body of water, a person who resides on a 

shoreline property. 

2.1.56.5 Riparian Property:  

Properties which abut a body of water.  

2.1.57 Roadside Stand:  

A temporary building or structure operated for the purpose of 

selling produce raised or produced on the premises where 

situated, provided at least fifty (50) percent of the agricultural 

products being sold are raised on the premises where situated, 

and its use shall not make a commercial district, nor shall its 

use be deemed a commercial activity. 
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2.1.57.5 Sapling:  

Woody vegetation between 0.4 and 5.0 inches in diameter at 
breast height and greater than or equal to 20 feet in height, not 
including woody vines. 

2.1.57.7 Shrub:  

Woody vegetation usually greater than 3 feet but less than 20 

feet tall, including multi-stemmed, bushy shrubs and small trees 

and saplings. 

2.1.58 Sign:   

Any device designed to inform, or attract the attention or 

persons not on the premises on which the sign is located, 

provided, however, that the following shall not be included in 

the application of the regulations herein: 

a. Signs not exceeding one (1) square foot in area bearing 

only property numbers, post box numbers, names of 

occupants of premises, or other identification of premises 

but not having commercial connotations; 

b. Flags and insignias of any government except when 

displayed in connection with commercial connotations; 

c. Legal notices; identification, information, or directional 

signs erected, or required by governmental bodies; 

d. Integral decorative or architectural features of buildings, 
except letters, trademarks, moving parts, or moving 

lights; 

e. Signs directing and guiding traffic and parking to private 

property, but bearing no advertising matter. 

Also, see Outdoor Advertising Sign, and Free-Standing 
Identification Sign. 

2.1.59 State Licensed Residential Facility:  

A structure constructed for residential purposes that is licensed 

by the state which provides resident services for six (6) or fewer 

persons under twenty-four (24) hour supervision or care for 

persons in need of that supervision. 
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2.1.60 Story: 

That portion of a building included between the surface of any 

floor and the surface of the floor next above it, or if there is no 

floor above it then the space between any floor and the ceiling 

next above it. 

AVERAGE GRADE 

-  -  

"A" LESS THAN "B"  

"C" IS BASEMENT 

2.1.61 Story, One-Half:  

A story under the gable, hip, or gambrel roof, the wall plates of 

which on at least two opposite exterior walls, or not more than 

two (2) feet above the floor of such story and the floor area shall 

not exceed two-thirds (2/3) of the area of the floor below. 

 

"A" GREATER THAN it  

"C" IS Yrbay 
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2.1.61.5 Stream:   

A body of water which has definite banks, a bed and visible 

evidence of a continued flow or continued occurrence of water, 

either permanent or intermittent. 

2.1.62 Street:  

A public or private thoroughfare which affords the principal 

means of access to abutting property. 

2.1.63 Street Line:  

The dividing line between the street right-of-way and the lot. 

2.1.64 Structure:  

Anything constructed, erected or placed with a fixed location 

on the surface of the ground, excluding but not limited to, 

decorative items such as bird houses/feeders, flag poles, 

trellises and mailboxes. (Amended 8/14/13) 

2.1.64.5 Swale:  

A low-lying or depressed and often wet stretch of land. 

2.1.64.7 Swamp: 

A forested wetland. 

2.1.64.9 Township Board of Appeals:  

The Board of Appeals of the Township of Norvell, Jackson 

County, Michigan. 

2.1.65 Township Board:  

The Township Board of the Township of Norvell, Jackson 

County, Michigan. 
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2.1.65.5 Township Planning Commission:  

The Planning Commission of the Township of Norvell, Jackson 

County, Michigan. 

2.1.66 Travel Trailer:  

A vehicle designed as a travel unit for occupancy as a 

temporary or seasonal living unit, capable of being towed by a 

passenger vehicle. 

2.1.66.5 Tree:  

A woody plant 5 inches or greater in diameter at breast height 

and 20 feet tall. 

2.1.66.7 Upland:   

Any area that does not qualify as a wetland because the 

associated hydrologic regime is not sufficiently wet to elicit 

development of vegetation, soil, and/or hydrologic 

characteristics associated with wetlands. 

2.1.67 Variance:  

A variance is a relaxation of the terms of the zoning ordinance 

where such variance will not be contrary to the public interest and 

where, owing to conditions peculiar to the property and not the 

result of the action of the applicant, a literal enforcement of this 

Ordinance would result in unnecessary and undue hardship. As 

used in this Ordinance, a variance is authorized only for height, 

area and size of yards and open spaces and parking space; 

establishment of expansion of a use otherwise prohibited shall not 

be allowed by variance, nor shall a variance be granted because 

of the presence of nonconformities in the zoning district or 

adjoining zoning districts. 

2.1.67.3 Vegetative Strip:  

Vegetation in its native state which remains undisturbed to 

preserve wetlands. 

2-23 



2.1.67.3 Vegetative Strip:  Vegetation in its native state which 

remains undisturbed to preserve wetlands.  

2.167.5 Wetlands:  Those lands defined in Section 324.30301 (d) of 

Part 303, Wetlands Protection Act, 1994 Public Act 451, as 

amended. 

 Wetlands have the following characteristics and functions: 

1. Wetlands filter runoff, removing nutrients and other 

contaminates prior to their introduction into a lake or 

stream. 

2. During flood time, fish access wetland areas, using them 

for feeding, spawning, nursery and cover habitat. 

3. Wetlands provide breeding, loafing, cover, feeding and 

nesting habitat for a variety of marsh birds and 

waterfowl, escape cover and breeding habitat for fur 

bearers and cover and feeding habitat for upland wildlife 

species. 

4. Wetlands also provide valuable production habitat for 

reptiles, amphibians and macro invertebrates which are a 

vital part of the food web. 

2.1.67.6 Wetland Boundary:  The point on the ground at which a 

shift from wetland to upland occurs. 

2.1.67.7 Wetland Delineation:  The process by which the 

boundaries of a particular wetland are defined. 

2.1.67.8 Wild Animal:  Any animal not domesticated by humans or 

any animal which a person is prohibited from possessing by 

law.  Wild animals shall include all animals defined as such 

by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. 

2.1.67.9 Wireless Communication Facility:  All structural facilities, 

attached or accessory, related to the radio frequency 

spectrum for the purpose of transmitting or receiving radio 
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 signals including radio and television towers, cellular 

telephone and paging devices, telephone devices and 

exchanges, microwave relay tower, telephone transmission 

equipment buildings, and commercial mobile radio service 

facilities.  (Not included are facilities for citizen band radio; 

short wave radio; ham and amateur radio; television 

reception antennae; satellite dishes; and governmental 

facilities which are subject to state and federal law.) 

 Wireless communication facilities shall be specifically 

excluded from the definition of public utility. 

2.1.67.95 Wireless Communication Support Structure: Any 

structure used to support attached wireless communication 

facilities, or other antennae or other facilities, including 

support lines, cables, wires, braces and masts intended 

primarily for the purpose of mounting an attached wireless 

communication facility or similar apparatus above grade, 

including any ground or roof-mounted pole, monopole, or 

other similar structures which support wireless 

communication facilities. 

2.1.68 Yard, Front:  An open unoccupied space extending the full 

width of the lot and situated between the street line and the 

front line of the principal building. 

2.1.69 Yard, Rear:  An open unoccupied space extending the full 

width of the lot and situated between the rear line of the lot 

and the rear line of the principal building. 

2.1.70 Yard, Side:  An open unoccupied space on the same lot 

with the principal building, situated between the side line of 

the principal building and the adjacent side line of the lot 

and extending from the rear line of the front yard to the front 

line of the rear yard.  Roof overhangs of up to two (2) feet in 

width shall be permitted to extend into side yards.  In 

addition, window wells shall be permitted to extend no more 

than three (3) feet into required side yards.  Well may be 

covered by a grate or other device which both allows light to 

pass through and will not impede emergency passage. 
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The window well shall be no higher than one (1) inch above 

the surface of the ground, measured where the window well 

is attached to the foundation.  Side yard setback 

requirements are established to impede the spread, and 

facilitate the suppression of fire; facilitate access of rescue 

and emergency vehicles, personnel, and equipment; reduce 

noise; and provide for adequate light and air circulation 

between buildings. 

2.1.71 Zoning Administrator:  The township zoning administrator 

of the Township of Norvell, Jackson County, Michigan 

2.1.71.5 Zoning Inspector:  The township zoning inspector of the 

Township of Norvell, Jackson County, Michigan. 

Section 2.2 UNDEFINED TERMS 

Any term not defined herein shall have the meaning of common and 

standard use. 
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ARTICLE III 

ESTABLISHMENT OF ZONING DISTRICTS 

Section 3.1 ESTABLISHMENT OF ZONING DISTRICTS. 

The Township of Norvell is hereby divided into the following zoning districts as 

shown on the Official Zoning Map, which together with all explanatory matter 

shown thereon, is hereby adopted by reference and declared to be a part of this 

Ordinance. 

AG-1 District: 

RS-1 District: 

RS-2 District: 

RL-1 District: 

RL-2 District 

RM-1 District: 

MH-1 District: 

C-1 District: 

C-2 District: 

I-1 District:  

Agricultural District 

Single-Family Suburban Residential District 1 

Single-Family Suburban Residential District 2 

Single-Family Lake Residential District 1 

Single-Family Lake Residential District 2 

Multiple-Family Residential District 

Mobile Home Residential District 

Local Commercial District 1 

General Commercial District 2 

Light Industrial District 

Section 3.2 PROVISION FOR OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 

For the purpose of this Ordinance, the zoning districts as provided in Section 3.1 of 

this Ordinance are bounded and defined as shown on a map entitled "Official Zoning 

Map of Norvell Township" which, with all explanatory matter thereon, is hereby 

made a part of this Ordinance. 

Section 3.2.1 IDENTIFICATION OF OFFICIAL ZONING MAP. 

The Official Zoning Map shall be identified by the signature of the Township 

Supervisor, attested by the Township Clerk, under the following words: "This is to 

certify that this is the Official Zoning Map referred to in the "Zoning Ordinance of 

Norvell Township," together with the effective date of this Ordinance. The 

Official Zoning Map shall be located in the Office of the Township Clerk and 

available for examination. 
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Section 3.3 INTERPRETATION OF DISTRICT BOUNDARIES. 

Except where specifically designated on the Official Zoning Map, the zoning district 

boundary lines are intended to follow lot lines; the center lines of streets or alleys; 

the center lines of creeks, streams, or rivers; the center lines of streets or alleys 

projected; center lines of railroad rights-of-way lines; section lines; one-quarter 

section lines; one-eighth section lines; or a corporate limit line; all as they existed at 

the time of the enactment of this Ordinance, as subsequently modified and 

designated as such boundary line. Where a district boundary does not coincide with 

any of the above lines, the district boundary lines shall be dimensioned on the 

Official Zoning Map. When the location of a district boundary is uncertain, the 

Board of Appeals shall interpret the exact location of the district boundary. 

Section 3.4 AUTHORITY TO GRANT ZONE CHANGE 

The Township Board may, from time to time, on recommendation from the Planning 

Commission or on its own motion amend, modify, supplement, or revise the district 

boundaries or the provisions and regulations herein established, in accordance with 

the procedure of Act 184 of the Public Acts of 1943 as amended, whenever the 

public necessity and convenience and the general welfare requires such amendment. 

Said amendment may be initiated by resolution of the Township Board, the Planning 

Commission, or by petition of one or more owners of property to be affected by the 

proposed amendment. Except for the Township Board or the Planning Commission, 

the petition requesting an amendment shall at the time of application pay a fee 

established by resolution of the Township Board, no part of which shall be 

returnable to the petitioner. Upon holding a public hearing the Planning Commission 

shall recommend approval or disapproval to the Norvell Township Board. The 

Norvell Township Board shall review all the evidence and recommendations 

supplied to them by the Planning Commission and shall approve or disapprove the 

zoning request at a Township Board meeting. 

Section 3.5 AUTHORITY OF OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 

Regardless of the existence of purported copies of the Official Zoning Map, which 

may from time to time be made or published, the Official Zoning Map, which shall 

be located in the office of the Township, shall be the final authority as to the current 

zoning status of any land, parcel, lot, building, or structure in the 

Township. 
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Section 3.6 REPLACEMENT OF OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 

In the event that the Official Zoning Map becomes damaged, destroyed, lost, or 

difficult to interpret because of the nature or number of change made thereto. The 

Township Board may by resolution adopt a new Official Zoning Map which shall 

supersede the prior Official Zoning Map. The new Official Zoning Map may 

correct drafting or other errors or omissions on the prior Official Zoning Map, but 

no such correction shall have the effect of amending the Zoning Ordinance or the 

prior Official Zoning Map. The new Official Zoning Map shall be identified by the 

signature of the Township Supervisor, attested by the Township Clerk, under the 

following words: "This is to certify that this is the Official Zoning Map referred to 

in the Zoning Ordinance of Norvell Township adopted on October 13, 1981, as 

amended." 
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ARTICLE IV 

ZONING DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

Section 4.1 AG-1 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT. 

a. Purpose:   

This district is composed of those areas of the Township whose principal use 

is and ought to be farming. The regulations of this district are designed to 

conserve, stabilize, enhance, and develop farming and related resource-

utilization activities, to minimize conflicting uses of parcels, lots, buildings, 

and structures detrimental to or incompatible with farming activities, and to 

prohibit uses of parcels, lots, buildings, and structures which require streets, 

drainage, and other public facilities and services of a different type of quantity 

than those normally required by farming activities. 

b. Permitted Uses:  

The following uses of parcels, lots, buildings, and structures are permitted in 
this district: 

1. Single-family dwelling. 

2. State Licensed Residential Facilities, except that no State Licensed 

Facility shall be located within 1500 feet of another State Licensed 

Residential Facility. 

3. General and specialized farming and agricultural activities including 

the raising or growing of crops, livestock, poultry and other farm 

animals, products and foodstuffs, the quartering, storage, or 

preservation of said crops, livestock, poultry, animals, products and 

foodstuffs until consumed on the premises or until moved to a place of 

collection, distribution or processing; and the incidental sale of the 

crops, products and foodstuffs raised or grown on a lot or in a building 

or structure. Any lot that is kept as idle cropland or non-cropland shall 

be so treated as to prevent soil erosion by wind or water. 

4. The raising or keeping of furbearing animals, horses, ponies, and 

other animals whether for profit or pleasure. 

5. The raising or growing of plants, trees, shrubs, and nursery stock. 
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6. Roadside stand — provided that: 

a. The stand is less than one hundred (100) square feet 

or less in size. 

b. Roadside stand structures shall be located a minimum distance of 

twenty-five (25) feet from the edge of the road, and no closer than 

ten (10) feet from any lot line. 

c. Adequate off-street parking shall be provided with safe ingress 

and egress to the adjacent street. 

7 Public and private conservation and/or recreational areas, such as: 

forest preserve, game refuge, nature reservation, and similar public 

and private areas of low intensity use. 

8. The growing, stripping, and removal of sod provided that said lot or 

portion thereof shall be reseeded after stripping by fall of the year in 

which it was stripped so as to reduce erosion of soil by water or wind. 

9. Kennels: 

(a) Buildings wherein animals are kept, dog runs, and /or exercise 

areas shall not be located closer than one hundred fifty (150) 

feet to any adjacent dwelling, agricultural or residential district 

property line or any building used by the general public and 

shall not be located in any required yard setback areas. 

(b) Parking facilities shall be subject to a required front yard 

setback of thirty-five (35) feet. 

(c) Shall be effectively screened by a hedge, wall, or solid fence at 

least three (3) feet above the highest point of the kennel or 

building which it screens. 
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10. A sign, only in accordance with the regulations specified in Article 

VIII, Section 8.2. 

11. An accessory use, building, or structure. 

12. Essential service structures. 
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c. Conditional Uses  

The following uses of parcels, lots, buildings, and structures are permitted in 

this district subject to obtaining a conditional use permit as provided in 

Article VI. 

1. Quarries, mineral mining and extractive operations. 

2. Camping grounds, clubs, hunting lodges and riding academies. 

3. Commercially operated trails for use by motorcycles, dune buggies, 

go-karts, snowmobiles, and similar types of vehicles; automobile 

racing, and animal racing. 

4. Amusement enterprises. 

5. Airport. 

6. Radio or television sending or boosting station. 

7. Public and private nursery, primary, or secondary nonprofit schools; 

and college and university. 

8. Hospital, nursing home, sanitarium or other medical care facilities. 

9. Churches and other buildings for religious worship. 

10. Government or community owned buildings. 

11. Cemetery. 

12. Golf driving range, golf course, and country clubs. 

13. Travel trailer park and/or site condominium travel trailer park, in 

accordance with P.A. 368 of 1978, as amended. 

14. Feedlots. 

15. Landfills. 

16. Junk Yards. 

17. Home occupation in accordance with Article VIII, Section 8.10. 

18. High Density animal feeding operations. 

19. Indoor and Outdoor Commercial Recreation Establishments. 

20. Bed and Breakfast Establishment. 
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21. Veterinarian establishments, including animal clinics. 

22. Child Care Facility. 

d. Area, Yard, Height, and Bulk Requirements 

As required in Article V, Section 5.1. 

e. Required Off-Street Parking  

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.3. 

f. Performance Standards  

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.4. 

g. Required Site Plan Review by Planning Commission:  

(for conditional use only) as required in Article VII. 



Section 4.2 RS-1 SINGLE-FAMILY SUBURBAN  

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 1. 

a. Purpose:   

This district is composed of those areas of the Township whose principal use 

is and ought to be single-family dwellings on moderately small-sized lots. 

The regulations of this district are designed to create a predominantly 

suburban character in those areas which are served by central sewer and 

water supply systems or areas where these facilities can reasonably be 

expected in the future. In addition to the dwellings permitted in this zoning 

district, certain residential and public uses are permitted which have been 

strictly regulated to make them compatible with the principal uses of this 

district. 

b. Permitted Uses:  

The following uses of parcels, lots, buildings, and structures are permitted in 

this district: 

1. A single-family dwelling. 

2. A sign, only in accordance with the regulations specified in Article 

VIII, Section 8.2. 

3. State Licensed Residential Facilities, except that no State Licensed 

Residential Facility shall be located within 1500 feet of another State 

Licensed Residential Facility. 

4. An accessory use, building, or structure. 

5. Essential services structures. 

c. Conditional Uses:  

The following uses of parcels, lots, buildings, and structures are permitted 

subject to obtaining a conditional use permit as provided in Article VI. 

1. Golf course, but not including golf driving range. 

2. Country club, public swimming pool, recreation club, and public and 

private park and playground. 

3. Churches and other buildings for religious worship. 

4. Public and private nursery, primary, and secondary nonprofit schools. 
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5. Government or community owned buildings. 

6. Two-family dwellings. 

7. Home occupation in accordance with Article VIII, Section 8.10. 

8. Child Care Facility. 

d. Area, Yard, Height, and Bulk Requirements:   

As required in Article V, Section 5.1. 

e. Required Off-Street Parking:   

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.3. 

f. Performance Standards:  

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.4. 

g. Required Site Plan Review by Planning Commission:  

(for conditional use only) as required in Article VII. 
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Section 4.2.5 RS-2 SINGLE-FAMILY SUBURBAN RESIDENTIAL 

DISTRICT 2. 

a. Purpose:   

This district is composed of three subdivisions in the Township; First 

Addition to Sunset Beach, Sunset Beach and Vineyard Lake Heights; whose 

principal use is, and ought to be, single-family dwellings on small-sized lots. 

The regulations of this district are designed to create a predominantly 

suburban character in these areas where sewer and water facilities are 

proposed to be provided. In addition to the dwellings permitted in this 

zoning district, certain residential and public uses are permitted which have 

been strictly regulated to make them compatible with the principal uses of 

this district. 

b. Permitted Uses:  

The following uses of parcels, lots, buildings, and structures are permitted in 

this district: 

1. A single-family dwelling. 

2. A sign, only in accordance with the regulations specified in Article 

VIII, Section 8.2. 

3. State Licensed Residential Facilities, except that no State Licensed 

Residential Facility shall be located within 1500 feet of another State 

Licensed Residential Facility. 

4. An accessory use, building, or structure. 

5. Essential services structures. 

c. Conditional Uses  

The following uses of parcels, lots, buildings, and structures are permitted 

subject to obtaining a conditional use permit as provided in Article VI. 

1 (Reserved) 

2. Country club, public swimming pool, recreation club, and public and 

private park and playground. 

3. Churches and other building for religious worship. 

4. Public and private nursery, primary, and secondary nonprofit schools. 
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5. Government or community owned buildings 

6. (Reserved) 

7. Home occupation in accordance with Article VIII, Section 8.10 

d. Area, Yard, Height, and Bulk Requirements:   

As required in Article V, Section 5.1 

e. Required Off-Street Parking:   

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.3 

f. Performance Standards 

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.4 

g. Required Site Plan Review by Planning Commission :  

(for conditional use only ) as required in Article VII. 

4-9 



Section 4.3 RL-1 SINGLE-FAMILY LAKE RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 1. 

a. Purpose:   

This district is composed of those areas of the Township whose principal use 

is and ought to be single-family dwellings on small-sized lots. This district is 

intended to apply to lake developments existing as of the date of adoption of 

this amendment, February 11, 2004. The regulations of this district are 

designed to preserve and enhance those areas which are residentially 

developed near a body of water. In addition to the dwellings permitted in the 

zoning district, certain residential and public uses are permitted which have 

been strictly regulated to make them compatible with the principal use of this 

district. 

b. Permitted Uses:  

The following buildings and structures, and use of parcels, lots, buildings 

and structures are permitted in this district: 

1. A single-family dwelling. 

2. A sign, only in accordance with the regulations specified in Article 
VIII, Section 8.2. 

3. State Licensed Residential Facilities, except that no State Licensed 

Residential Facility shall be located within 1500 feet of another State 

licensed Residential Facility. 

4. An accessory use, building, or structure. 

5. Essential service structures. 

c. Conditional Uses:  

The following uses of parcels, lots, buildings, and structures are permitted 

subject to obtaining a conditional use permit as provided in Article VI. 

1. (Reserved) 

2. Country club, public swimming pool, and recreation club, public and 
private park, and playgrounds. 

3. (Reserved) 

4. Church and other buildings for religious worship. 
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5. (Reserved) 

6. Home Occupation in accordance with Article VIII, Section 8.10. 

d. Area, Yard, Height, and Bulk Requirements  

As required in Article V, Section 5.1. 

e. Required Off-Street Parking  

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.3. 

f. Performance Standards:  

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.4. 

g. Required Site Plan Review by Planning Commission:  

(for conditional uses only) as required by Article VII. 
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Section 4.3.5 RL-2 SINGLE-FAMILY LAKE RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 2. 

a. Purpose:  

This district is composed of those areas of the Township whose principal use 

is and ought to be single-family dwellings on small-sized lots. The 

regulations of this district are designed to preserve and enhance those areas 

undeveloped as of the date of adoption of this amendment February 11, 2004, 

which are suitable for residential developed near a body of water. In addition 

to the dwellings permitted in the zoning district, certain residential and public 

uses are permitted which have been strictly regulated to make them 

compatible with the principal use of this district. 

b. Permitted Uses:  

The following buildings and structures, and use of parcels, lots, buildings 

and structures are permitted in this district: 

1. A single-family dwelling. 

2. A sign, only in accordance with the regulations specified in Article 

VIII, Section 8.2. 

3. State Licensed Residential Facilities, except that no State Licensed 

Residential Facility shall be located within 1500 feet of another State 

licensed Residential Facility. 

4. An accessory use, building, or structure. 

5. Essential service structures. 

c. Conditional Uses:  

The following uses of parcels, lots, buildings, and structures are permitted 

subject to obtaining a conditional use permit as provided in Article VI. 

1. Golf course, but not including golf driving range. 

2. Country club, public swimming pool, and recreation club, public and 

private park, and playgrounds. 

3. Church and other buildings for religious worship. 

4. Two-family dwelling units. 
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5. Home Occupation in accordance with Article VIII, Section 8.10. 

6. Child Care Facility. 

d. Area, Yard, Height, and Bulk Requirements:   

As required in Article V, Section 5.1. 

e. Required Off-Street Parking:   

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.3. 

f. Performance Standards:  

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.4. 

g. Required Site Plan Review by Planning Commission:  

(for conditional uses only) as required by Article VII. 
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Section 4.4 RM-1 MULTIPLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT. 

a. Purpose:   

This district is composed of those areas of the Township whose principal use 

is or ought to be multiple-family dwellings. The regulations of this district 

are designed to permit a density of population and an intensity of land use in 

those areas which are served or can reasonably be expected to be served in 

the future by a central water supply system and central sanitary sewerage 

system, and which abut or are adjacent to such other uses, buildings, 

structures, or amenities which support, compliment or serve such a density 

and intensity. In addition to the dwellings permitted in this zoning district, 

there are permitted certain residential and public uses which have been 

strictly regulated to make them compatible with the principal use of this 

district. 

b. Permitted Uses:  

The following uses of parcels, lot buildings, and structures are permitted in 

this district: 

1. Two-family dwellings. 

2. Multiple-family dwellings. 

3. A sign, only in accordance with the regulations specified in Article 

VIII, Section 8.2. 

4. A planned unit residential development, only in accordance with the 

procedures and regulations specified in Article VIII, Section 8.9. 

5. State Licensed Residential Facilities except that no State Licensed 

Residential Facility shall be located within 1500 feet of another State 

Licensed Residential Facility. 

6. An accessory use, structure, or building. 

7. Essential services structures. 

c. Conditional Uses:  

The following uses of parcels, lots, buildings, and structures are permitted 

subject to obtaining a conditional use permit as provided in Article VI. 
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1. Single-family dwelling. 

2. Golf course, but not including golf driving range. 

3. Country club, public swimming pool, recreation club; and public and 

private parks and playgrounds. 

4. Churches and other buildings for religious worship. 

5. Public and private nursery, primary, and secondary nonprofit schools, 

and colleges and universities. 

6. Medical and dental clinics. 

7. Funeral establishments. 

8. Hospitals, nursing homes and sanitariums. 

9. (Reserved) 

10. Mobile Home Subdivisions in accordance with the requirements of 

Section 8.20. 

11. Government or community owned buildings. 

12. Home Occupation in accordance with Article VIII, Section 8.10. 

d. Area, Yard, Height, and Bulk Requirement:   

As required in Article V, Section 5.1. 

e. Distance Between Grouped Buildings:   

As required in Article V, Section 5.5. 

f. Required Off-Street Parking:   

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.3. 

g. Performance Standards:  

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.4. 

h. Required Site Plan Review by Planning Commission:  (whether for 

permitted or conditional uses) as required in Article VII. 
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Section 4.5. MH-1 MOBILE HOME RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 

a. Purpose:   

This district is composed of those areas of the Township whose principal use 

is and ought to be mobile home dwellings. The regulations of this district are 

designed to create an alternative housing type in the Township in those areas 

served by central water and sanitary sewer systems. 

b. Permitted Uses:  

The following uses of parcels, lot buildings, and structures are permitted in 

this district: 

1. Manufactured Housing Communities in accordance with the 

regulations specified in Norvell Township Ordinance No. 46, as 

amended. 

2. Mobile Home Condominiums shall comply with the Condominium 

Act of 1978, being Act 59, Public Acts of Michigan, 1978, as 

amended. 

3. Mobile Home Subdivisions in accordance with the regulations 

specified in Article VIII, Section 8.20. 

4. A sign, only in accordance with the regulations specified in Article 

VIII, Section 8.2. 

5. State Licensed Residential Facilities except that no State Licensed 

Residential Facility shall be located within 1500 feet of another State 

Licensed Residential Facility. 

6. An accessory use, structure, or building. 

7. Essential services structures. 

c. Conditional Uses:  

The following uses of parcels, lots, buildings, and structures and permitted 

subject to obtaining a conditional use permit as provided in Article VI. 

1. Single-family dwellings. 

2. Churches and other buildings for religious worship. 
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3. Public and private nursery, primary, and secondary nonprofit schools; 

and colleges and universities. 

4. Government or community owned buildings. 

5. Home Occupation in accordance with Article VIII, Section 8.10. 

d. Area, Yard, Height, and Bulk Requirements:   

As required in Article V, Section 5.1. 

e. Required Off-Street Parking:   

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.3. 

f. Performance Standards:  

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.4. 

Required Site Plan Review by Planning Commission:  

(whether for permitted or conditional uses) as required in Article VII. 
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Section 4.6 C-1 LOCAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT. 

a. Purpose:   

This district is composed of those areas of the Township whose principal 

use is and ought to be local retail, service, and restricted repair business 

activities which serve adjacent and surrounding residential neighborhoods. 

This district has been located within the Township to permit the 

development of these business activities to protect adjacent agricultural, 

residential, and industrial areas against the encroachment of incompatible 

uses, and to lessen congestion on public streets and highways. To these 

ends, certain uses, which would function more effectively in other districts 

and would interfere with the operation of these business activities and the 

purpose of this district, have been excluded. 

b. Permitted Uses:  

The following uses of parcels, lots, buildings, and structures, are permitted 

in this district: 

1. Clothing and apparel services, including laundry pickup, automatic 

laundry, dressmaking, millinery, tailor shop, and shoe repair shop. 

2. Food services including grocery, meat market, bakery, fruit market, 

and ice-o-mats and similar self-service units. 

3. Personal services, including barber shop and beauty salon, medical 

and dental clinics, music studios, banks and saving and loan 

associations, and other similar uses. 

4. Retail services, including drug store, hardware, stationery and book 

store, news dealer, and news stand. 

5. A sign, only in accordance with the regulations specified in Article 

VIII, Section 8.2. 

6. An accessory use, building, or structure. 

7 Essential service structures. 
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c. Conditional Uses:  

The following uses of parcels, lots, buildings, and structures are permitted 

subject to obtaining a conditional use permit as provided in Article VI. 

1. Drive-in restaurants. 

2. Animal hospitals or clinics. 

3. Government or community owned buildings, but not including 

schools. 

4. Marinas. 

5. Limited residential uses incidental to the primary commercial use 

such as caretakers, night watchmen, and owner-operators. 

6. Convenience stores offering the sale of automobile fuels. 

7. Mini-warehouses. 

d. Area, Yard, Height and Bulk Requirements:   

As required in Article V, Section 5.1. 

e. Required Off-Street Parking:  

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.3. 

f. Performance Standards:  

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.4. 

g. Required Site Plan Review by Planning Commission:  

(whether for permitted or conditional use) as required by Article VII. 
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Section 4.7 C-2 GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 2. 

a. Purpose:   

This district is composed of those areas of the Township whose principal use 

is and ought to be general retail, service, and restricted and repair business 

activities which serve the entire Township and surrounding area. This district 

has been located within the Township to permit the development of these 

business activities; to protect adjacent agricultural, residential, and industrial 

areas against the encroachment of incompatible uses; and to lessen congestion 

on public streets and highways. To these ends, certain uses which would 

function more effectively in other districts and would interfere with the 

operation of these business activities and the purpose of this district, have 

been excluded. 

b. Permitted Uses:  

The following uses of parcels, lots, buildings, and structures are permitted in 

this district: 

1. All permitted uses allowed in C-1 Commercial Districts as provided in 

Section 4.6 (b) of this Ordinance. 

2. Business and professional offices, such as legal, engineering, 

accounting, financial, and insurance; and business schools. 

3. Agricultural services, including machinery sales and repair 

establishments, and farm supply stores. 

4. Restaurant. 

5. Automobile sales, automobile parts sales. 

6. Trailer coach sales and repair. 

7. Equipment services, including radio and television, electrical 

appliance shop, plumber, electrician, and other similar services and 

trades. 

8. Drive-in retail and service establishments except drive-in theater. 

9. Recreation services, including indoor theater, bowling alley, and roller 

and ice-skating rink. 
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10. Retail services including haberdashery, apparel shop, gift shop and 

dry goods and notion stores. 

11. A sign, only in accordance with the regulations specified in Article 

VIII, Section 8.2. 

12. An accessory use, building, structure. 

13. Essential service structures. 

14. Auto Service Stations. 

c. Conditional Uses:  

The following uses of parcels, lots, buildings, and structures are permitted 

subject to obtaining a conditional use permit as provided in Article VI. 

1. Establishments serving alcoholic beverages and/or providing 

entertainment. 

2. Funeral establishments or mortuaries. 

3. Motels or hotels. 

4. Animal hospitals or clinics. 

5. Open-air display areas for the sale of manufactured products such as 

or similar to garden furniture, earthenware, hardware items and 

nursery stock or the rental of manufactured products or equipment, 

such as household equipment, small tools, two-wheeled and four-

wheeled utility trailers, pneumatic-tired cement mixers, 

wheelbarrows, rollers and similar products or equipment. 

6. Automobile repair garage including auto body repair. 

7. Commercial Fueling Station. 

8. Government or community owned buildings but not including 

schools. 

9. Drive-in theaters. 

10. Outdoor commercial amusements. 

11. Marinas. 

12. Mini-warehouses. 

13. Limited residential uses incidental to the primary commercial use 

such as caretakers, night watchmen, and owner-operators. 
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14. Convenience stores offering the sale of automobile fuels. 

d. Area, Yard, Height, and Bulk Requirements:   

As required in Article V, Section 5.1. 

e. Required Off-Street Parking:   

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.3. 

f. Performance Standards:  

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.4. 

Required Site Plan Review by Planning Commission:  

(whether for permitted or conditional uses) As required in Article VII. 
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Section 4.8 I-I LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT: 

a. Purpose:   

This district is composed of those areas of the Township whose principal use 

is and ought to be light manufacturing and other limited industrial uses. These 

uses generate a minimum of noise, glare, odor, dust, vibration, air and water 

pollutants, fire, explosive and radioactive hazards, and other harmful or 

obnoxious matter. This district has been located within the Township to 

permit the development of these industrial uses, to protect adjacent 

agricultural, residential, and commercial areas against the encroachment of 

incompatible uses, and to lessen congestion on public streets and highways. 

To these ends, certain uses which would function more effectively in other 

districts and would interfere with the operation of these industrial activities 

and the purpose of this district, have been excluded. 

b. Permitted Uses:  

The following uses of parcels, lots, buildings, and structures are permitted in 

this district. 

1. Commercial laundries and dry-cleaning establishments; and frozen 

food lockers and ice and cold storage plants 

2. Building material storage and sales. 

3. Packaging of previously prepared materials, but not including the 

baling of discarded paper, rags, cloth, metal, iron, or other similar 

materials. 

4. Printing, lithographic, blueprinting, and similar uses. 

5. Automobile repair garage; construction and farm equipment sales and 

repair; and contractors' equipment yard. 

6. Warehousing, material distribution centers and wholesale sales 

establishments, provided all products and materials are enclosed with 

a building. 

7. Skilled trade services including plumbing, electric, and heating not 

engaging in any retail activities on the site. 
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8. Light industrial assembly which by the nature of the materials, 

equipment, and processes utilized are to a considerable extent clean, 

quiet, and free from any objectionable or dangerous nuisance or 

hazard including any of the following goods or materials: 

pharmaceuticals, jewelry; musical instruments; sporting goods; glass 

products; small household appliances; electronic products; printed 

matter; baked and dairy products; advertising display; tents and 

awnings, brushes and brooms; cameras and photographic equipment 

and supplies; wearing apparel; leather products and luggage but not 

including tanning; products from such finished materials as plastic, 

bone, cork, feathers, felt, fiber, paper, glass, hair, horn, rubber, shell, 

or yarn. 

9. Research and testing facilities. 

10. Manufacturing. 

11. A sign, only in accordance with the regulations specified in Article 

VIII, Section 8.2. 

12. Essential service structures. 

13. An accessory use, building, or structure. 

14. Adult-Related Businesses 

c. Conditional Uses:  

The following uses of parcels, lots, buildings, and structures are permitted subject 

to obtaining a conditional use permit as provided in Article VI. 

1. Restaurants. 

2. Bus, truck, taxis and rail terminals. 

3. Junk Yards. 

4. Sanitary landfill. 

5. Bulk fuel storage. 

6. Trucking and cartage facilities including repairing and washing 

equipment and yards. 

7. Government or community owned buildings, but not including 

schools. 
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8. Asphalt Plant. 

9. Concrete Plant. 

10. Open industrial uses or industrial product or materials storage, 

provided that any activity in which products or materials being 

processed or stored are located, transported or treated outside of 

apparatus vessels, or conduits, shall be provided with a solid 

permanently maintained wall or fence, no lower than the subject use 

or storage. 

d. Area, Yard, Height, and Bulk Requirements:   

As required in Article V, Section 5.1. 

e. Required Off-Street Parking:   

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.3. 

f. Performance Standards:  

As required in Article VIII, Section 8.4. 

g. Required Site Plan Review by Planning Commission:  (whether for 

permitted or conditional uses) As required in Article VII. 

h. Required Transition Strip:   

As required in Article V, Section 5.6. 
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Article V 

Schedule of Regulations 

Section 5.1 Area, Height, Bulk, and Placement Regulations 

Zoning District Minimum Lot Size 

Single-Family  
Detached Dwelling 

Maximum Building and/or  

Structure Heights  

Lot Area  

Coverage 

Minimum Yard Setback  
in Feet 

Lot Area  
In  

Square  
Feet' 

Lot  
Width  

in Feet' 

Principal Accessory Maximum  
Percent for  

All Buildings,  
and/or Structures 

Front Sides Rear 

Feet Feet 

AG-I  
Agricultural 

1 Acre 150 Not served by  
Public Sewer 

35 

22 
 10% 806  

20 
Total 

40 
40' 
502  

25 
502  

5 Acres" 200 All Other Uses 80 50 
502  

AG-1  
Agricultural 

V. Acre 150 Served by Public 
Sewer 

35 22 10% 806  20 
Tota
l 40 
40' 

502  

25 
502  

AG-I  
Agricultural 

1/2 Acre 100 Served by Public 
Sewer 

35 22 10% 806  Same  
as  

above 

Same  
as  

above 

RS-1  
Single-Family  

Suburban Residential  
District 1 

15,000 100 Served by Public 
Sewer 

35 22 30% 
25%10  

20' 
502  

10'  
Total 

20' 
151  
502 

20 
50' 

22,000 100 Not Served by Public  
Sewer 

20 

502  

1 Acre 100 All other uses 25% 20 
502  

RS-2 
Single-Family 

Suburban  
Residential' 

District I 

10,000 80 With or Without  
Public Sewers 35 18 25% 15' 

502  

8  
Total  
16  
151  

502  

10 
502  

1 Acre 80 All Other Uses 

RL-1 
Single Family  

Lake Residential 

10,000 80 Served by Public 
Sewer 

28 16 30% 
25%10  

15' 
50' 

10' 
Total 

20' 
15' 
502  

20' 
50' 15,000 80 Not Served by  

Public Sewer 

1 Acre 80 All Other Uses 
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Article V 

Schedule of Regulations 

Section 5.1 Area, Height, Bulk, and Placement Regulations 

Zoning District Minimum Lot Size 

Single-Family  

Detached Dwelling 

Maximum Building and/or  

Structure Heights  

Lot Area  

Coverage 

Minimum Yard Setback  

in Feet 

Lot Area  

In  

Square  

Feet' 

Lot  

Width  

in Feet' 

Principal Accessory Maximum  

Percent for  

All Buildings,  

and/or Structures 

Front Sides Rear 

Feet Feet 

RL-2  

Single Family  

Lake Residential  

District 2 

18,000 120 Served by Public Sewer 

28 16 25% 20' 

50' 

10 

Total 

20 

35' 

502  

25 

50' 

25,000 120 Not Served by Public  

Sewer 

I Acre 120 All Other Uses 

100' 

RM-1 

Multiple-Family  

Residential 

RM-1 

CONTINUED ON  

NEXT PAGE 

15,000 120 Served by Public Sewer 35 16 25% 353  10  

Total  

20  

25' 

50' 

35 

50' 

22,000 120 Not Served by Public  

Sewer 

30% 

15,000 120 Two-Family 

Served by Public Sewer 

25,000 120 Two-Family  

Not Served by  

Public Sewer 

 

Footnotes: 

I. Comer lot, side yard on the street side, shall be measured from the street right-of-way line. 

2. Lot abutting a body of water. 

3. Front yard setback shall be measured from the street right-of-way line. 

4. Section 9.6, applies to Mobile Home Residential (MH-I) Districts existing as of the date of  

adoption of this amendment, October 20, 1983 

5. Section 2.1.9, Building Height. 

6. Front yard setback shall be measured from the centerline of the street. 

7. Section 9.5, Side yard setback requirements for substandard, nonconforming lots of record. Side setback of 8' for lots 68' or less. 

8. I Acre = 43,560 Square Feet. 

9. Section 4.3a., applies to lake developments existing as of the date of adoption of this amendment, February 11, 2004 

10. Applies to First Addition to Sunset Beach, Sunset Beach and Vineyard Lake Heights. 

11. Minimum area required for livestock: domestic animals such as horses, cattle or poultry. 
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Article V 

Schedule of Regulations 

Section 5.1 Area, Height, Bulk, and Placement Regulations 

Zoning District 

RM-1  

Multiple-Family  

Residential  
(continued) 

Minimum Lot Size 

Single-Family  

Detached Dwelling 

Maximum Building and/or  

Structure Heights  

Lot Area  

Coverage 

Minimum Yard Setback  

in Feet 

Lot Area  

In  

Square  

Feet°  

Lot  

Width  
in Feet=  

Principal Accessory Maximum  

Percent for  

All Buildings,  
and/or Structures 

Front Sides Rear 

Feet Feet 

15,000  

Sq. Ft.  
For the  

first two  

(2)  
dwelling  

units, and  

2,000 Sq.  
Ft. for  

each  

additional  
dwelling. 

120 Multiple-Family 

Served by Public Sewer 35 16 • 30% 353  

10 
Total 

20 
25' 

502  

35 

502  

32,000  

Sq. Ft.  
For the  

first two  

(2)  
dwelling  

units, and  

2,000 Sq.  
Ft. for  

each  

additional  
dwelling. 

120 Multiple-Family  

Not Served by  

Public Sewer 

I Acre All Other Uses 35 

1002  

 

Footnotes: 
1. Comer lot, side yard on the street side, shall be measured from the street right-of-way line. 

2. Lot abutting a body of water. 
3. Front yard setback shall be measured from the street right-of-way line. 

4. Section 9.6, applies to Mobile Home Residential (MH-1) Districts existing as of the date of adoption of  

this amendment, October 20, 1983. 
5. Section 2.1.9, Building Height. 
6. Front yard setback shall be measured from the centerline of the street. 
7. Section 9.5, Side yard setback requirements for substandard, nonconforming lots of record. Side setback of 8' for lots 68' or less. 

8. I Acre = 43,560 Square Feet. 
9. Section 4.3a., applies to lake developments existing as of the date of adoption of this amendment, February 11,2004. 

10. Applies to First Addition to Sunset Beach, Sunset Beach and Vineyard Lake Heights. 
11. Minimum area required for livestock: domestic animals such as horses, cattle or poultry. 
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Article V 

Schedule of Regulations 

Section 5.1  Area, Height, Bulk, and Placement Regulations 

Zoning District Minimum  

Lot Size 

Miniumum  

Lot Size 

  
Maximum 

Building 

and/or 

Structure 

Heights  

Maximum 

Building 
and/or 

Structure 

Heights  

Lot Area  

Coverage 

Min. 

Yard 

Setbac

k In 

Feet 

Min. 

Yard 

Setbac

k In 

Feet 

Min. 

Yard 

Setbac

k in 

Feet 

  Lot Area in  

Square Feet 

Lot Width  

in Feet2  

  Principal Accessory Maximum Percent  

for All Buildings,  

and/or Structures 

Front Sides 

-  
Rear 

Feet i Feet 

MH-1  

Mobile Home  
Residential  

District 

10,000 100 Single-Family Served  
by Public Sewer 35 16 25% 20' 1 0 '  

T o t a l  

2 0 '  
2 5 '  

502  

25 

502  

15,000 100 Single-Family  
Not Served by  
Public Sewer 

10,000 804  Single-Family  
Served by Public  

Sewer 

25 16 

15,000 804  Single-Family  
Not Served by  
Public Sewer 

1 Acre 100 All Other Uses 
30 

502 

C- I  
Local  

Commercial  
District 1 

3/4 Acre 100 

Served by  
Public Sewer 30 30 25% 353  20 

Tota
l 40 
351  

502  

35 
502  

150 Not Served by  
Public Sewer 

C-2  
General  

Commercial  
District 2 

3/4 Acre 

100 Served by  

Public Sewer 30 30 25% 353  

20  
Total  

40  
35' 

502  

35 

502  

150 Not Served by  
Public Sewer 

I-1 

Light Industrial 

1 Acre 150 Served by  
Public Sewer 35 35 30% 353  

3 0  
T o t a l  

6 0  
3 5 '  

1002  

35 
1002  

1 V2 Acres 200 Not Served by  

Public Sewer 
 

Footnotes:  
1. Corner lot, side yard on the street side, shall be measured from the street right-of-way line. 

2. Lot abutting a body of water. 
3. Front yard setback shall be measured from the street right-of-way line. 
4. Section 9.6, applies to Mobile Home Residential (MH-I) Districts existing as of the date of  

adoption of this amendment, October 20, 1983 

5. Section 2.1.9, Building Height. 
6. Front yard setback shall be measured from the centerline of the street. 
7. Section 9.5, Side yard setback requirements for substandard, nonconforming lots of record. Side setback of 8' for lots 68' or less. 

8. 1 Acre = 43,560 Square Feet. 
9. Section 4.3a., applies to lake developments existing as of the date of adoption of this amendment, February 11,2004 

10. Applies to First Addition to Sunset Beach, Sunset Beach and Vineyard Lake Heights. 
11. Minimum area required for livestock: domestic animals such as horses, cattle or poultry. 
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ARTICLE V 

Section 5.2 COMPLIANCE WITH REGULATIONS. 

A. No building or structure shall hereafter be erected or altered to 

exceed the height, to occupy a greater percentage of lot area; to have 

narrower or smaller rear yards, front yards, side yards, or other open 

spaces than prescribed for the district in which the building or 

structure is located. 

B. No yard or lot existing at the time of passage of this Ordinance shall be 

reduced in dimension or area below the minimum requirements set 

forth for the district in which the yard or lot is located. Yards or lots 

created after the effective date of this Ordinance shall meet at least the 

minimum requirements established by this Ordinance. 

C. No part of a yard or other open space required for, or in connection 

with, any structure for the purpose of complying with this Ordinance, 

shall be included as part of a yard or open space similarly required for 

any other structure. 

D. No basement or cellar shall be erected for dwelling purposes except 

after approval by the Norvell Township Board of Appeals. 

Underground homes, designed and constructed as complete dwellings, 

shall not be considered basement or cellar dwellings, and shall not 

require approval from the Norvell Township Board of Appeals for their 

construction to meet the requirements of the subsection. 

E. The use of any portion of a warehouse, storage building, basement of a 

partially completed building, garage, or accessory building for 

dwelling or sleeping purposes is prohibited in any zoning district. 

Section 5.3 HEIGHT EXCEPTIONS. 

Exceptions to the maximum height regulations for each district specified in 

this Ordinance may be permitted subject to the following provisions: 

A. The limitations affecting the height of structures shall not apply to the 
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following appurtenant appendages and structures provided they 

comply with all other provisions of this or any other applicable 

ordinances, parapet walls, chimneys, smokestacks, church spires, 

flagpoles, radio and television towers, penthouses for mechanical 

equipment, and water tanks. 

B. Building height in excess of the height above average ground level 

allowed in any district may be permitted by the Board of Appeals 

provided all minimum front, side, and rear yard depths are increased 

(1) foot for each additional one (1) foot of height and provided that 

adequate fire protection and compatibility with existing structure 

heights can be demonstrated. 

Section 5.4 ACCESSORY STRUCTURES. 
 
 
A. No detached accessory building or structure over 200 sf shall be located closer than 

ten (10) feet to any other building or structure.  (adopted 12-21) 

 

B.  All accessory structures shall be subject to the standards and requirements as 

specified in Section 5.1, Article V Schedule of Regulations - Area, Height, 

Bulk and Placement Regulations.  (adopted 12-21) 
 
C.  A detached accessory building or structure shall not be placed on any lot in 

Zoning District RL-1 and RL-2 of less than two and one-half (2.5) acres unless 

there is an existing principal structure already located or under construction upon 

such lot.  (adopted 12-21) 
 
 
 
D.  A detached accessory building or structure shall meet the requirements of the 

Norvell Township Building Code.  (adopted 12-21) 
 
 
E.  Regardless of the acreage, a detached accessory building or structure shall not be 

connected to any type of on-site or municipal sewage disposal system except as 

permitted in applicable Industrial and/or Commercial Zoning, or applicable 

conditional use permit.  (adopted 12-21) 
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F.  Exceptions — 

1.   Farming operations shall be exempt from the provisions of this ordinance. 
      (adopted 12-21) 
2.   For the purposes of this ordinance, an accessory structure shall not 

include a Wireless Communication Facility or a Wireless 

Communication Support Structure.  (adopted 12-21) 
 

 Section 5.5 DISTANCE BETWEEN GROUPED BUILDINGS. 

In addition to the required setback lines provided elsewhere in this 

Ordinance, for group dwellings (including semi-detached and multiple 

dwellings) the following minimum distance shall be required between each 

said dwelling: 

A. Where buildings are front to front or front to rear, three (3) times the 

height of the taller building, but not less than seventy (70) feet. 

B. Where buildings are side to side, one (1) times the height of the taller 

building but not less than twenty (20) feet. 

C. Where buildings are front to side, rear to side, or rear to rear, two (2) 

times the height of the taller building but not less than forty-five (45) 

feet. 

In applying the above standards, the front of the building shall mean that 

face of the building having the greatest length, and the rear is that face 

opposite the front. The side is the face having the smallest dimension. 

Section 5.6 TRANSITION STRIPS. 

A. A transition strip shall be provided on every lot in the Industrial 

District which abuts a lot in a Residential or Commercial District, and 

on every lot in the Commercial District which abuts a lot in a 

Residential District. 
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B. A use or structure on any lot in the Industrial District fronting a public 

road, street or way shall provide in addition to, and as an integral part 

of any site development on the front yard, a landscaped strip of land 

twenty (20) feet or more in depth; such landscaped strip to be defined 

by a concrete curb and designed to limit access to the lot and separate 

off-street parking areas from the public right-of-way. 

Section 5.7 LOT BUILDING RELATIONSHIP. 

Hereafter, every structure erected, altered, or moved shall be located on a lot 

as defined in this Ordinance, and except in the case of an approved multiple-

family development, there shall be no more than one (1) principal structure 

    and its permitted accessory structures located on each recorded parcel 

or lot in the Agricultural District and any Residential District. 

Section 5.7.5 SMOKE AND CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS. 

Operable smoke and carbon monoxide detectors shall be required in all new 

dwellings and dwellings in which major remodeling and/or repairs are 

completed. 

Section 5.8 SETBACKS FROM BODIES OF WATER/WETLANDS. 

Where a lot or parcel of land described by metes and bounds abuts a body of 

water or a wetland, a greenbelt with a minimum of fifty (50) feet shall be 

maintained between the body of water or wetland and any structure, except for 

a single sidewalk/walkway. The sidewalk/walkway shall be a maximum of 

five (5) feet in width. 

Section 5.9 DRIVEWAY AND SIDEWALK SETBACK. 

In any district, driveways and sidewalks shall be permitted within required 

side yard setbacks provided that one-half the width of the side yard setbacks 

shall be maintained as permanent open space adjacent to the lot line. 

Section 5.10 NATURAL FEATURES. 

An undisturbed vegetative strip consisting of indigenous vegetation of a 

minimum width of ten (10) feet shall be preserved contiguous to wetlands. 

Nothing in this Section prohibits the removal of noxious weeds as defined in 

Section 2.1.48.5 of this Ordinance. 
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Section 5.11 REQUIRED COMMON OPEN SPACE. 

Subdivisions, site condominiums, and multiple family developments shall include 

open space centrally located for use by the residents of the development for active 

and/or passive recreation and developed as an integral part of the development, and 

be subject to the following: 

A. The minimum required area of common open space shall be ten (10) 

percent (%) of the gross lot area.Areas within twenty (20) feet of a building shall 

not be considered as common open space. 

B. Common open space areas may be located within a 100-year flood plain, 

but no portion of a common open space shall be located within a wetland. 

C. Except as otherwise stated in this Ordinance, common open space areas shall 

consist of a minimum of 10,000 square feet, have a dimension of not less than 

fifty (50) feet in width and abut a street. Required setbacks shall not be used in 

this calculation of common open space areas. 

D. Open space areas shall be separate and distinct from the area included within 

buildable lot boundaries. 

F A plan for maintenance of required common open spaces shall be provided 

and approved. 
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