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Three Core Functions of the Demography Team

1. Coordinate statewide data operations for the

i decennial census and tabulate census counts
~ o0t 2. Submit datai tstoi fth
Center for Data . Submit data inputs to improve accuracy of the

R\%\\/ l and Analytics Census Bureau’s annual population estimates

3. Analyze census data and key population trends
in Michigan



Dynamics of Population Change

There are three components of population change:

« Births
« Deaths
 Migration
Population _ Population Natural Change Net Migration
inTime2 —  inTimel T (Births-Deaths) T  (In-Migration - Out-Migration)

More births than deaths = natural increase

More deaths than births = natural decrease

Migration consists of domestic (state to state) and international components.
« County domestic migration = migration between other states or Michigan counties



Population Trends for the State



Michigan has experienced decreasing births and increasing
deaths since 1990. The state pivoted to natural decrease in 2020.
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Despite increased migration from 2021-2024, Michigan has experienced

net out-migration most years since the 1970s. Net Migration
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Compared to previous decades, Michigan’s population growth has
flattened out from 2000 to 2024.
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CAELGENVEVE:

Decreasing births, increasing deaths, and historical
out-migration contribute to the state’s slow
population growth from 2000 to 2024.



Recent Population Trends in Region 2
2010-2024



Most Michigan counties, including Region 2, had
more deaths than births (natural decrease) in 2024.

Natural decrease is becoming
more prevalent due to
declining births and the aging

of a large birth cohort. Matural Change (2023-2024)

However, Region 2 pivoted to
natural decrease even earlier
than the state.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates Program,
Vintage 2020 and Vintage 2024




Region 2 net migration was generally higher from 2020 to 2024
than the 2010s. However, levels of migration remain low.
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International migration increased in Region 2 from 2020 to
2024. Domestic migration has recovered from lows in the 2010s.

Region 2 Migration, 2010-2024
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Region 2 Migration Trends by Age

« Relative to the 2010s, Region 2 counties show slight migration gains among
children and working-/family-age adults (ages 25-40) from 2020 to 2024.

« We cannot determine how much of these slight migration gains are due to
reduced outflow versus increased inflow of these age groups.

Source: Age-based migration estimates produced by MCDA but sourced from the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services and Vintage 2023 in U.S. Census Bureau's Population
Estimates Program.
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Population

Natural decrease and generally low levels of total net migration
have contributed to flat population trajectories in Region 2.
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Region 2 has consistently lagged the state’s growth since 2010.

Annual Rate of Change
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S CAELGCE\VEVE: ?-

Relative to the 2010s, Region 2 had some migration
recovery from 2020-2024.

However, migration remains low. Prolonged natural
decrease contributes to slow growth or decline.
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Region 2 Population Projections



Region 2 Total Population 1970 to 2050
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Region 2 Total Net Migrants 1970 to 2050
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Region 2 Births and Deaths 1970 to 2050
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Region 2 is expected to continue aging.
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Key Takeaway #3

Even with net positive migration, natural decrease is
likely to contribute to slow growth and eventual
decline in the state and Region 2.
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How the Demography Team Can
Help Region 2



Provide data so that local governments can plan

workforce, facilities, and infrastructure.

« Region 2's population ages 75+ is projected to increase by 48 percent from
2025 to 2035.

« Does Region 2 have enough assisted living facilities/nursing homes, healthcare
staff, and transportation to support an aging population?

 How will the movement of older adults from single-family homes into assisted
living facilities impact housing stock and the housing market?



Help local governments update their address list

for the 2030 Census.

« An accurate count of Region 2's housing units and population depends on an
accurate address list.

« As state liaison to the Census Bureau, we coordinate the LUCA program (Local
Update to Census Addresses).

« Ensure an accurate count of group quarter facilities (colleges, correctional
facilities, and nursing homes) since they house many people in Region 2.



Why does an accurate census count matter?

« Michigan uses the census count to distribute billions of state dollars to local
governments every year.

« In FY2025, the 2020 census count distributed nearly $29 million in
constitutional revenue shares to Region 2's cities, townships, and villages.

* This figure is only from FY2025 and does not include other population-based
funding, such as statutory revenue sharing or MDOT transportation dollars —

not to mention federal funding.



Population Projections and Demography News

Michigan.gov/MCDA/Population

Subscribe to email updates
Michigan.gov/LMISubscribe

Michigan Statewide Follow on X @MiDataAnalytics
Population Projections

through 2050 ..
23 Center tor pata MiEconomy mobile app
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Thank You!

Mark Bauby, Research Analyst
Jaclyn Butler, State Demographer
Alan Leach, Projections Specialist
Isaac Maki, Student Intern
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