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Jackson County Planning Commission 
 

Staffed by the Region 2 Planning Commission (R2PC) 
120 W. Michigan Avenue • Jackson, MI 49201 

Phone (517) 788-4426 • Fax (517) 788-4635 
 

MEETING NOTICE 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Kade Peck 
R2PC Planner 
(517) 416-0405 
kpeck@mijackson.org 

DATE: May 8, 2025 

TIME: 6:00 p.m. 

PLACE: 5th Floor Commission Chambers 
 Jackson County Tower Building 
 120 W. Michigan Avenue 
 Jackson, Michigan 49201 

MEETING AGENDA 
 

1. Call to order and pledge of allegiance 

2. Public comment [3 MINUTE LIMIT] 

3. Approval of minutes 

Approval of the April 10, 2025, meeting minutes [ACTION]  ..................................................................  3 

4. Approval of agenda 

Approval of the May 8, 2025, meeting agenda [ACTION] 

5. Request(s) for review, comment, and recommendation 

a. Consideration of township zoning amendment(s) –  

 (1) CZ | #25-09 | Spring Arbor Township Rezoning [ACTION]  .......................................................... 7 

 (2) CZ | #25-10 | Leoni Township Rezoning [ACTION]  .................................................................... 23 

 (3) CZ | #25-11 | Napoleon Township Rezoning [ACTION]  ............................................................. 45 

b. Consideration of master plan(s) –  

 (1)  NAPOLEON TOWNSHIP  ................................................................................................................. 59 

c. Farmland and Open Space Preservation Program (PA 116) application(s) – None 

6. Other business 

a. Unfinished business – None 

b. New business – None 

c.  Notices - None 

7. Public comment [2 MINUTE LIMIT] 

8. Commissioner comment 

9. Adjournment 

The next scheduled meeting of the Jackson County Planning Commission is June 12, 2025 
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Jackson County Planning Commission 
Staffed by the Region 2 Planning Commission (R2PC) 

120 W. Michigan Avenue • Jackson, MI 49201 
Phone (517) 788-4426 • Fax (517) 788-4635 

MEETING MINUTES  
April 10, 2025 

5th Floor Commission Chambers ● Jackson County Tower Building ● Jackson, Michigan 

Members Present: Ms. Nancy Hawley, Chairperson; Mr. Corey Kennedy, Vice Chairperson, Jackson 
County Board of Commissioners; Mr. Kurt Cole, Environment; Ms. Mary 
Wolcott, At Large; Mr. Jim Minnick, Jr., Industrial and Economic Representative; 
Ms. Pat Gallagher, At Large; Mr. Ted Hilleary, Education Representative; Mr. 
Russ Jennings, Agriculture Representative 

Members Absent: None. 

Staff Present: Mr. Kade Peck, Planner. 

Others Present: None. 

Item 1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance. Chair Hawley called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 
Those in attendance rose and joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Item 2. Public Comment. None 

Item 3. Approval of Minutes. Comm. Wolcott made a motion, seconded by Comm. Kennedy, to 
approve the March 13, 2025, meeting minutes. The motion was approved unanimously. 

Item 4. Approval of the Agenda.  Comm. Wolcott made a motion to approve the agenda for April 
10, 2025, seconded by Comm. Videto. The motion was approved unanimously. 

Item 5. Request(s) for Review, Comment, and Recommendation. 

a. Consideration of Township Zoning Amendment(s).

(1) CZ | #25-05 | Henrietta Township
Staff referred to a report regarding a rezoning request for a parcel of .327 acres in
Henrietta Township from Local Commercial (C-1) to Residential (R-2). Staff
recommended approval of the rezoning application.

Comm. Kennedy made a motion to recommend approval of the rezoning, supported
by Comm. Cole. Commissioners approved the motion unanimously.
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(2) CZ | #25-06 | Columbia Township
Staff referred to a report regarding a rezoning request for a parcel of 4.2 acres in
Columbia Township from Agricultural (AG) to Commercial (C-2). Staff recommended
approval of the rezoning application.

Comm. Gallagher made a motion to recommend approval of the rezoning,
supported by Comm. Minnick, Jr. Commissioners approved the motion unanimously.

(3) CZ | #25-07 | Sandstone Charter Township
Staff referred to a zoning text amendment change for Sandstone Charter Township
changes in the minimum design standards for commercial districts. Staff
recommended approval of the text amendment.

Comm. Kennedy made a motion to recommend approval with comments of the
rezoning, supported by Comm. Cole. Commissioners approved the motion
unanimously.

(4) CZ | #25-08 | Sandstone Charter Township
Staff referred to a zoning text amendment change for Sandstone Charter Township
for landscaping requirements in the township. Staff recommended approval of the
text amendment.

Comm. Minnick, Jr. recommended outlining what an “automatic underground
irrigation system” would consist of because that term by itself could mean a few
different things.

Conversation happened around the zoning text amendment and staff outlined a few
Comm. Kennedy made a motion to recommend approval with comments of the
rezoning, supported by Comm. Wolcott. Commissioners approved the motion
unanimously.

b. Consideration of Master Plan(s).  None.

c. Farmland & Open Space Preservation Program (PA 116) application(s). None.

Item 6. Other Business. 

a. Unfinished Business.  None.

b. New Business.  None.

c. Notices.   None.

Item 7. Public Comment. None. 

Item 8. Commissioner Comment.  None. 
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Item 9. Adjournment. Comm. Kennedy       
made a motion to adjourn, supported by Comm. Minnick, Jr. Commissioners approved the 
motion unanimously. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:16 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Kade Peck, Recording Secretary 
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Jackson County Planning Commission 
 

Staffed by the Region 2 Planning Commission (R2PC) 
120 W. Michigan Avenue • Jackson, MI 49201 

Phone (517) 788-4426 

COORDINATED ZONING REPORT | #25-09 
 To: County Planning Commissioners 
 From: Kade Peck, R2PC Planner 
 Date: May 8, 2025 

 Proposal: Rezoning parcel 000-20-30-301-002-08 of 4.2 of an acres on Carter Road, 
Jackson County, Spring Arbor Township from Rural Non-Farm Residential (RNF-
1) to Agricultural (AG-1) . 

Request 
The subject property is proposed for rezoning to Agricultural (AG-1) from Rural Non-Farm Residential 
(RNF-1). 

Purpose 
The Rezoning Worksheet Form states that the purpose of the proposed change is to allow for an indoor 
farm market. 

Location and Size of the Property 
The parcel (000-12-21-426-001-00) proposed for rezoning is located in Section 21 of Spring Arbor 
Township. The subject parcel is 7 acres and is currently zoned Rural Non-Farm Residential (RNF-1).     

Land Use and Zoning 
Current Land Use – The property is currently single-family dwelling and related accessory structure. 
The North, East, and West are single family residential. The South is lake/park. 
Future Land Use Plan – The suggested future land use of the subject parcel, as depicted on the 
Township’s Land Use Map, is low density residential.   
Current Zoning – The property is currently zoned Rural Non-Farm Residential. To the North and South 
there is agricultural. To the East and West is Rural Non-Farm Residential. 

Public Facilities and Environmental Constraints 
Water and Sewer Availability – Municipal sewer and water services are not available to the parcel.  
Public Road/Street Access –Carter Road provides direct access to the subject parcel.  

Environmental Constraints – Lake to the South. 

Analysis and Recommendation 
Township Planning Commission Recommendation – The Spring Arbor Township Planning 
Commission approved the rezoning at their April 2025 meeting.  
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JCPC Staff Analysis and Advisement – The proposed rezoning is 
compatible with other zones and uses in the surrounding area. 
Many of the surrounding properties are agricultural, this zoning 
change makes sense. Based upon this analysis, staff advises the 
Planning Commission to recommend APPROVAL to the Spring Arbor 
Township Board of the proposed rezoning to ‘Agricultural (AG-1)’.  

Staff Report Attachment(s): 

• Background information provided by Spring Arbor Township 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Actions: 

(1) Recommend APPROVAL 
(2) Recommend DISAPPROVAL 
(3) Recommend APPROVAL 

WITH COMMENTS 
(4) Take NO ACTION 
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Jackson County Planning Commission 
 

Staffed by the Region 2 Planning Commission (R2PC) 
120 W. Michigan Avenue • Jackson, MI 49201 

Phone (517) 788-4426 

COORDINATED ZONING REPORT | #25-10 
 To: County Planning Commissioners 
 From: Kade Peck, R2PC Planner 
 Date: May 8, 2025 

 Proposal: Zoning text amendment for event facilities. 

Background Information 
The township is proposing a zoning amendment for landscaping requirements. 

Analysis and Recommendation 
Township Planning Commission Recommendation – The Leoni Township Planning Commission 
approved the zoning text amendment at their January 2025 meeting. The zoning changes appear 
reasonable. 
Township Planning Commission Recommendation – The Leoni Township Planning Commission 
approved the amendment at their April 16, 2025 meeting.  
JCPC Staff Analysis and Advisement – Based upon this analysis, 
staff advises the Planning Commission to recommend APPROVAL to 
the Leoni Township Board of the amendments. 

Staff Report Attachment(s): 

• Background information provided by Leoni Township 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Actions: 

(1) Recommend APPROVAL 
(2) Recommend DISAPPROVAL 
(3) Recommend APPROVAL 

WITH COMMENTS 
(4) Take NO ACTION 

Suggested Actions: 

(1) Recommend APPROVAL 
(2) Recommend DISAPPROVAL 
(3) Recommend APPROVAL 

WITH COMMENTS 
(4) Take NO ACTION 
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Jackson County Planning Commission 
 

Staffed by the Region 2 Planning Commission (R2PC) 
120 W. Michigan Avenue • Jackson, MI 49201 

Phone (517) 788-4426 

COORDINATED ZONING REPORT | #25-11  
 To: County Planning Commissioners 
 From: Kade Peck, R2PC Planner 
 Date: May 8, 2025 

 Proposal: Rezoning parcels 000-19-01-251-002-02, 251-002-03, 002-251-002-03, 002-
251-002-04  of 8.5  acres in totality on Jordan Drive, Jackson County, Napoleon 
Township from Residential (R-1) to Agricultural (AG-1) . This will also combine 
all the lots outlined. 

Request 
The subject property is proposed for rezoning to Agricultural (AG-1) from Residential (R-1). 

Purpose 
The Rezoning Worksheet Form states that the purpose of the proposed change is to allow for an apple 
orchard. 

Location and Size of the Property 
The parcels proposed for rezoning is located in Section 1 of Napoleon Township. The subject parcel is 8.5 
acres and is currently zoned Residential (R-1).     

Land Use and Zoning 
Current Land Use – The property is currently vacant and related accessory structure. The North, West, 
and South are vacant farms. The South is vacant and residential. 

Future Land Use Plan – The suggested future land use of the subject parcel, as depicted on the 
Township’s Land Use Map, is Agricultural.   
Current Zoning – The property is currently zoned Residential. The North and West are zoned 
Agricultural. The South and East are zoned Residential. 

Public Facilities and Environmental Constraints 
Water and Sewer Availability – Municipal sewer and water services are not available to the parcel.  
Public Road/Street Access –Jordan Drive provides direct access to the subject parcel.  
Environmental Constraints – None. 

Analysis and Recommendation 
Township Planning Commission Recommendation – The Napoleon Township Planning 
Commission approved the rezoning at their April 2025 meeting.  
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JCPC Staff Analysis and Advisement – The proposed rezoning is 
compatible with other zones and uses in the surrounding area. 
Many of the surrounding properties are agricultural, this zoning 
change makes sense. Based upon this analysis, staff advises the 
Planning Commission to recommend APPROVAL to the Napleon 
Township Board of the proposed rezoning to ‘Agricultural (AG-1)’.  

Staff Report Attachment(s): 

• Background information provided by Napoleon Township 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Actions: 

(1) Recommend APPROVAL 
(2) Recommend DISAPPROVAL 
(3) Recommend APPROVAL 

WITH COMMENTS 
(4) Take NO ACTION 
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Napoleon Township Planning Commission 
Minutes – April 24, 2025 

 
Call to Order: 6:01 p.m. 
 
Commission Members Present: Scott Miles, chair; Jeff Kirkpatrick, vice chair; John Hummer, recording 
secretary; Robert Jones, Heidi Richardson. 
 
Commission Members Absent: Mark LaRocque, Mindy Rice 
 
Also Present: John Worden, zoning administrator. 
 
Approval of Agenda: MOTION by H. Richardson, seconded by J. Hummer, to approve the agenda, with a 
correction of the spelling of the month of March in agenda item 2—Minutes of March 31, 2025 (“e” should be 
“r” in March). All Ayes, motion passed.  
 
Approval of Minutes from January 23, 2025: MOTION by J. Hummer, seconded by R. Jones, to approve the 
minutes from the March 31, 2025. All Ayes. Motion passed. 
 
Case#25-03-0006-Rezoning of 8.5 Acres Vacant Land-From Residential (R-1) to Agricultural for an Orchard-
Applicant and Owner Richard and Shelia Marone: S. Miles noted that owner/applicant was not present to 
explain proposal. Location of property was discussed as being accessed off M-50 just south of Oak Grove 
Cemetery on Jordan Drive. The property is in the back of the subdivision behind the cemetery. J. Worden stated 
that the township assessor has combined the three parcels to create the 8.5-acre parcel, noting that there is a 
minimum of five acres for an agricultural lot. J. Hummer brought up potential use of chemicals on the orchard 
as an issue given its close proximity to a subdivision. S. Miles added, with the consideration of potential 
chemical use, there is a tile field near there. J. Worden says that the use of chemicals is regulated by the state. 
H. Richardson asked about potential use of the orchard for the public. J. Worden replied that that is not their 
intent. J. Kirkpatrick noted that agricultural land allows putting up a farmstand as permitted by the state. J. 
Worden confirmed, noting they can do whatever the state Department of Agriculture says they can do, even 
having farm animals. S. Miles added that the recent draft update of the township master plan encouraged 
produce stands and farm markets. 
 
J. Kirkpatrick brought up as an alternative to recommending approval of the zoning change to AG – the planning 
commission could do nothing. If so, and the applicant decided to go commercial, then they would have to 
pursue a conditional use permit (CUP) with the township. With it being AG, they would not need a CUP. J. 
Kirkpatrick added that the advantages to the applicant of having it zoned AG is that 1) they get a reduced tax 
rate, and 2) they can do a lot of stuff without the township’s involvement. S. Miles noted that an adjacent 
property is agricultural. H. Richardson stated there are a lot of “what ifs” but nothing concrete to recommend 
denial of the rezoning. 
 
There was no public comment on the case as there was no public present. MOTION by H. Richardson, seconded 
by R. Jones, to recommend approval of rezoning the three parcels (parcel IDs 000-19-01-251-002-02, 000-19-
01-251-002-03, and 000-19-01-251-002-04, totaling 8.5 acres) from Residential (R-1) to Agricultural (AG). Voice 
vote of 4-1. Motion passed. J. Kirkpatrick cast the lone “no” vote stating that he didn’t think the township 
needed to rezone the property, noting that they could do what they want to do without rezoning it. 
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The case will proceed to the Jackson County Planning Commission for their consideration at their May 8 
meeting before it comes back to the township board for consideration at its June 10 meeting. 
 
Additional Information 
J. Worden reminded commission members that the draft five-year update of the township master plan is 
currently up for public comment on the township website through May 29. A public hearing will need to take 
place after that before it comes to the township board for approval. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned 6:23 p.m. 
 
John Hummer, Recording Secretary 
 
_____________________________ 

58



59


	Binder2.pdf
	May 08 JCPC Agenda
	JCPC_Minutes_04.10.25
	CZ25-09 stfrpt
	20250430_110304-1
	CZ25-10 stfrpt
	Site Plan Review Amendment Packet 9-21-21
	CZ25-11 stfrpt
	Case#25-03-0006-Rezoning Vacant Land Jordan All Docs
	Planning Commission Minutes 4-24-25
	NOI Napoleon Twp

	This page is intentionally blank



