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COORDINATED ZONING REPORT | #24-12 

A Text Amendment Request to the Waterloo Township Zoning Ordinance 

 

The Waterloo Township Planning Commission requests to amend Sections 20.25, 21.02, 9.2, 9.03, 9.05 
and 11.26 regarding Solar Energy System.  

 

Background Information 
The Waterloo Township Planning Commission submitted amendments to Sections 20.25, 21.02, 9.2, 
9.03, 9.05 and 11.26 of its Zoning District Regulations to the JCPC for review.  The Waterloo Township 
Planning Commission seeks the following changes:  

 See Attached 

This is an extensive addition to the Waterloo Township Zoning Ordinance, covering both residential and 
commercial solar installations. It lists specific requirements for each application and sets forth clear and 
extensive guidelines for solar installation.   

 

Analysis and Recommendation 
Township Planning Commission Recommendation – The Waterloo Township Planning 
Commission approved the amendment at their April 16, 2024 meeting.  

JCPC Staff Analysis and Advisement – The proposed 
amendment is long and thurough and does include regulation for a 
Battery Energy Solar System (BESS). However, it does have some 
shortcomings and we believe that parts conflict with Michigan’s 
new citing laws, Public Acts 233 and 234 of 2023.  

The early parts of Section 20.25 for onsite solar energy systems are 
unclear as to whether they are referring to solar energy systems or 
battery storage or both not exceeding 40 kWh. The sections seeking 
to regulate large solar installations of 11.26 likely do not comply with the state of Michigan’s new citing 
law in that they place too many requirements on the entity seeking to build a commercial solar energy 
system, including some provisions that are wholly unnecessary. And in 9.2 and 9.03 they fully rule out 
wind power from being installed at all in the township.  Based upon this analysis, staff advises the 
Planning Commission to recommend DISAPPROVAL to the Waterloo Township Board of the amended 
Sections 20.25, 21.02, 9.2, 9.03, 9.05 and 11.26 regarding Solar Energy System to the Waterloo 
Township Zoning Ordinance.  

Staff Report Attachment(s): 

 Background information provided by Waterloo Township 

Suggested Actions: 

(1) Recommend APPROVAL 
(2) Recommend DISAPPROVAL 
(3) Recommend APPROVAL 

WITH COMMENTS 
(4) Take NO ACTION 
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COORDINATED ZONING REPORT | #24-13 

 

A Text Amendment Request to the Grass Lake Charter Township Zoning Ordinance 

 

The Grass Lake Charter Township Planning Commission requests to amend Sections 6.03, 7.03, and 
14.07 regarding agricultural tourism.  

 

Background Information 
The Grass Lake Charter Township Planning Commission submitted amendments to Sections 6.03, 7.03, 
and 14.07 of its Zoning District Regulations to the JCPC for review.  The Grass Lake Charter Township 
Planning Commission seeks the following changes:  

 See Attached 
 

This proposed amendment allows for those zoned R-1 and R-2 to host agricultural tourism and lays out 
the necessary requirements to be granted permission to do so.   

 

Analysis and Recommendation 
Township Planning Commission Recommendation – The Grass Lake Charter Township Planning 
Commission approved the amendment at their April 25, 2024 meeting.  

JCPC Staff Analysis and Advisement – Based upon this analysis, 
staff advises the Planning Commission to recommend APPROVAL to 
the Grass Lake Charter Township Board of the addition of the 
agricultural tourism amendments to Sections 6.03, 7.03, and 14.07 
of the Grass Lake Charter Township Zoning Ordinance.  

Staff Report Attachment(s): 

 Background information provided by Grass Lake Charter Township 

 

 

 

Suggested Actions: 

(1) Recommend APPROVAL 
(2) Recommend DISAPPROVAL 
(3) Recommend APPROVAL 

WITH COMMENTS 
(4) Take NO ACTION 
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COORDINATED ZONING REPORT | #24-14 

 To: County Planning Commissioners 
 From: Zack Smith, R2PC Planner 
 Date: February 27, 2024 

 Proposal: Rezoning a section of 1 parcel of 5.65 acres at 3535 Francis St, Jackson, Summit 

Township from Suburban Residential (R-2) to Highway Commercial (C-3)  

Request 
The subject property is proposed for rezoning to Highway Commercial (C-3) from Suburban Residential 
(RS-2). 

Purpose 
The Rezoning Worksheet Form states that the purpose of the proposed change is to allow for the 
construction of a storage warehouse.  

Location and Size of the Property 
The parcel (000-13-14-326-093-00) proposed for rezoning is located in the south west quarter of Section 
14 on the east side of Francis St. The subject parcel is 5.65 acres and is currently zoned Suburban 
Residential (R-2).     

Land Use and Zoning 
Current Land Use – The property is currently vacant. The parcels to the north, south, and west are 
commercial. The parcel east is vacant.    

Future Land Use Plan – The suggested future land use of the subject parcel, as depicted on the 
Township’s Land Use Map, is commercial.   

Current Zoning – The subject parcel is currently zoned Suburban Residential (RS-2).  Properties to the 
north, west and south are currently zoned commercial (C-3). The property to the east is currently zoned 
Suburban Residential (RS-2).    

Public Facilities and Environmental Constraints 
Water and Sewer Availability – Municipal water and sewer is available to the subject parcel.  

Public Road/Street Access – Francis St. provides direct access to the subject parcel.  

Environmental Constraints – There is a flood plain at the south end of the parcel.  
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Analysis and Recommendation 
Township Planning Commission Recommendation – The Summit Township Planning Commission 
approved the rezoning at their May 21, 2024 meeting.  

JCPC Staff Analysis and Advisement – The proposed rezoning is 
compatible with other zones and uses in the surrounding area. 
Based upon this analysis, staff advises the Planning Commission to 
recommend APPROVAL to the Summit Township Board of the 
proposed rezoning to ‘Highway Commercial (C-3)’.  

Staff Report Attachment(s): 

 Background information provided by Summit Township 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggested Actions: 

(1) Recommend APPROVAL 
(2) Recommend DISAPPROVAL 
(3) Recommend APPROVAL 

WITH COMMENTS 
(4) Take NO ACTION 
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COORDINATED ZONING REPORT | #24-16 
 

A Text Amendment Request to the Henrietta  Township Zoning Ordinance  

 

The Henrietta Township Planning Commission requests to amend Sections 503, 201.120, 105, and 122 
regarding lot size, restoration, and cargo containers.  

 
Background Information  
The Henrietta Township Planning Commission requests to amend Sections 503, 201.120, 105, and 122 of 
its Zoning District Regulations to the JCPC for review.  The Henrietta Planning Commission seeks the 
following changes:  

�x See Attached 
 

This proposed amendments seek to define lot size, clarify issues around restoration, and define use for 
cargo containers.   

 
Analysis and Recommendation  
Township Planning Commission Recommendation �� The Henrietta Township Planning 
Commission approved the amendment at their June 4, 2024 meeting.  

JCPC Staff Analysis and  Advisement �� The amendments cover a few topics, but each is a clear and 
actionable change. Based upon this analysis, staff advises the 
Planning Commission to recommend APPROVAL to the Henrietta 
Township Board of the addition of amendments to Sections 503, 
201.120, 105, and 122 of the Henrietta Township Zoning Ordinance.  

Staff Report Attachment(s): 

�x Background information provided by Henrietta Township 

 

 
 
 

Suggested Actions: 

(1) Recommend APPROVAL 
(2) Recommend DISAPPROVAL 
(3) Recommend APPROVAL 

WITH COMMENTS 
(4) Take NO ACTION 


	Waterloo Text Amendment.pdf
	20240425120002974.pdf
	20240425120036174.pdf


