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Jackson County Planning Commission 
 

Staffed by the Region 2 Planning Commission (R2PC) 
120 W. Michigan Avenue • Jackson, MI 49201 

Phone (517) 788-4426  
 

MEETING NOTICE 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Zack Smith 

R2PC Planner 

(517) 788-4426 

zsmith@mijackson.org 

DATE: April 11, 2024 

TIME: 6:00 p.m. 

PLACE: 5th Floor Commission Chambers 

 Jackson County Tower Building 

 120 W. Michigan Avenue 

 Jackson, Michigan 49201 

MEETING AGENDA 
 

1. Call to order and pledge of allegiance 

2. Public comment [3 MINUTE LIMIT] 

3. Approval of minutes 

Approval of the March 14, 2024, meeting minutes [ACTION]  ..................................................................  2 

4. Approval of agenda 

Approval of the April 11, 2024, meeting agenda [ACTION] 

5. Request(s) for review, comment, and recommendation 

a. Consideration of township zoning amendment(s) –  

 (1) CZ | #24-10 | Columbia Township rezoning [ACTION]  ................................................................... 5  

 (2) CZ | #24-11 | Columbia Township rezoning [ACTION]  ................................................................. 27 

b. Consideration of master plan(s) – None 

c. Farmland and Open Space Preservation Program (PA 116) application(s) –  

(1) FA | #24-02 | Waterloo Township [ACTION]  ...................................................................................... 46 

6. Other business 

a. Unfinished business – None 

b. New business - None 

c.  Notices – None 

7. Public comment [2 MINUTE LIMIT] 

8. Commissioner comment 

9. Adjournment 

The next scheduled meeting of the Jackson County Planning Commission is May 9, 2024 
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Jackson County Planning Commission 
Staffed by the Region 2 Planning Commission (R2PC) 

120 W. Michigan Avenue • Jackson, MI 49201 
Phone (517) 788-4426 • Fax (517) 788-4635 

MEETING MINUTES  
March 14, 2024 

5th Floor Commission Chambers ● Jackson County Tower Building ● Jackson, Michigan 

Members Present: Ms. Nancy Hawley, Chairperson; Mr. Corey Kennedy, Vice Chairperson, Jackson 
County Board of Commissioners; Mr. Kurt Cole; Ms. Mary Wolcott; Mr. Jim 
Minnick, Jr.; Ms. Jennifer Biddinger; Mr. Jim Videto  

Members Absent: Mr. Ted Hilleary, Ms. Pat Gallagher 

Staff Present: Mr. Zack Smith, R2PC. 

Others Present: None 

Item 1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance. Chair Hawley called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 
Those in attendance rose and joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Item 2. Public Comment. None 

Item 3. Approval of Minutes. Comm. Wolcott made a motion, seconded by Comm. Videto, to 
approve the February 8, 2024, meeting minutes. The motion was approved unanimously. 

Item 4. Approval of the Agenda.  Comm. Videto made a motion to approve the agenda for March 
14, 2024 seconded by Comm. Wolcott. The motion was approved unanimously. 

Item 5. Request(s) for Review, Comment, and Recommendation. 

a. Consideration of Township Zoning Amendment(s).

(1) CZ | #24-08 | Napoleon Township
Staff referred to a report regarding a rezoning request for 1 parcel of 1.35 acres in
Napoleon Township from Residential (R-1) to General Commercial (GC). Staff
recommended approval of the rezoning application.

Discussion: Comm. Wolcott noted that there is already a fair amount of commercial
development in the area.

Comm. Cole made a motion to recommend approval of the rezoning, supported by
Comm. Kennedy. Commissioners approved the motion unanimously.
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(2) CZ | #24-09 | Leoni Township Staff referred to a report regarding a rezoning 
request for 1 parcel of .797 acres in Leoni Township from Business Commercial (B2) 
to Residential (R1) 

 
Comm. Kennedy made a motion to recommend approval of the rezoning, supported 
by Comm. Cole.  Commissioners approved the motion unanimously. 
 

 
b. Consideration of Master Plan(s).  None.  

  
c. Farmland & Open Space Preservation Program (PA 116) application(s).  None. 

 
Item 6. Other Business. 
 

a. Unfinished Business.  None.  
 
b. New Business.  None. 

 

c. Notices.   None. 
 
Item 7. Public Comment. None. 
 
Item 8. Commissioner Comment.  
  
 Comm. Videto made a comment that when the board is considering a rezoning it should pay 

less attention to the proposed use and should instead focus on all the possible uses in the 
new zoning.   

   
Item 9. Adjournment. Comm. Videto made a motion to adjourn, supported by Comm. Cole. 

Commissioners approved the motion unanimously. 
   
 The meeting adjourned at 6:07 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by:    
 
 
 
Zack Smith, R2PC 
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Jackson County Planning Commission 
Staffed by the Region 2 Planning Commission (R2PC) 

120 W. Michigan Avenue • Jackson, MI 49201 
Phone (517) 788-4426 • Fax (517) 788-4635 

COORDINATED ZONING REPORT | #24-10 

To: County Planning Commissioners 
From: Zack Smith, R2PC Planner 
Date: March 11, 2024 

Proposal: Rezoning 1 parcel of 8.9 acres at 4561 N. Lake Rd, Clarklake, Columbia Charter 

Township from Agricultural (AG) to Residential Suburban (RS) 

Request 
The subject property is proposed for rezoning to Residential Suburban (RS) from Agricultural (AG). 

Purpose 
The Rezoning Worksheet Form states that the purpose of the proposed change is to match surrounding 
uses.  

Location and Size of the Property 
The parcel (000-19-17-251-001-01) proposed for rezoning is located in the south-east quarter of Section 
17 on the south side of N. Lake Rd. The subject parcel is 8.9 acres and is currently zoned Agricultural 
(AG).     

Land Use and Zoning 
Current Land Use – The property is currently vacant. The parcels to the north and east are agricultural, 
and those to the south and west are single family residential.    

Future Land Use Plan – The suggested future land use of the subject parcel, as depicted on the 
Township’s Land Use Map, is residential.   

Current Zoning – The subject parcel is currently zoned Agricultural (AG).  Properties to the north and 
east are agricultural and those to the south and west are currently zoned Residential Suburban (RS) or 
Residential Lake Suburban (RLS).  

Public Facilities and Environmental Constraints 
Water and Sewer Availability – Municipal water is not available but municipal sewer is available at 
the subject parcel.  

Public Road/Street Access – N. Lake Rd. provides direct access to the subject parcel. 

Environmental Constraints – There are no known environmental constraints.  
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Analysis and Recommendation 
Township Planning Commission Recommendation – The Columbia Township Planning 
Commission unanimously approved the rezoning at their January 23, 2024 meeting.  

JCPC Staff Analysis and Advisement – The proposed rezoning is 
compatible with other zones and uses in the surrounding area. 
While it would open the property up to more lots than under 
current zoning, it would be acceptable and compatible with the 
nearby lots on and near the lake. Based upon this analysis, staff 
advises the Planning Commission to recommend APPROVAL to the 
Columbia Township Board of the proposed rezoning to ‘Residential 
Suburban (RS)’.  

Staff Report Attachment(s): 

 Background information provided by Columbia Township 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggested Actions: 

(1) Recommend APPROVAL 
(2) Recommend DISAPPROVAL 
(3) Recommend APPROVAL 

WITH COMMENTS 
(4) Take NO ACTION 
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Jackson County Planning Commission 
Staffed by the Region 2 Planning Commission (R2PC) 

120 W. Michigan Avenue • Jackson, MI 49201 
Phone (517) 788-4426 • Fax (517) 788-4635 

COORDINATED ZONING REPORT | #24-11 

To: County Planning Commissioners 
From: Zack Smith, R2PC Planner 
Date: March 12, 2024 

Proposal: Rezoning 2 parcels of 10.6 acres on N. Lake Rd, Clarklake, Columbia Township 

from Residential Suburban (RS) to Residential Rural (RR) 

Request 
The subject property is proposed for rezoning to Residential Rural (RR) from Residential Suburban (RS). 

Purpose 
The Rezoning Worksheet Form states that the purpose of the proposed change is to build a home and 
“house residential livestock.”  

Location and Size of the Property 
The parcels (000-19-17-277-015-01 and 000-19-16-276-003-01) proposed for rezoning are located in the 
north-east quarter of Section 16 on the south side of N. Lake Rd. The subject parcels are 10.6 acres and 
are currently zoned Residential Suburban (RS).     

Land Use and Zoning 
Current Land Use – The property is currently vacant. The parcel to the north is agricultural, and those 
to the south, east, and west are single family residential.    

Future Land Use Plan – The suggested future land use of the subject parcel, as depicted on the 
Township’s Land Use Map, is residential.   

Current Zoning – The subject parcel is currently zoned Residential Suburban (RS). The properties to 
the north is zoned agricultural and those to the south, east, and west are currently zoned Residential 
Suburban (RS).  

Public Facilities and Environmental Constraints 
Water and Sewer Availability – Municipal water is not available but municipal sewer is available at 
the subject parcels.  

Public Road/Street Access – N. Lake Rd. provides direct access to the subject parcels. 

Environmental Constraints – There are no known environmental constraints, though there is an 
irregularly shaped 2.5 acre wetland on the property.  
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Analysis and Recommendation 
Township Planning Commission Recommendation – The Columbia Township Planning 
Commission unanimously approved the rezoning at their January 23, 2024 meeting.  

JCPC Staff Analysis and Advisement – The proposed rezoning is 
compatible with other zones and uses in the surrounding area. It 
would be the first use of the new Rural Residential zoning, and as 
the property is currently vacant and is between residential and 
agricultural land, this is an appropriate designation. It would not 
aversely effect surrounding property or overly limit future 
development. Based upon this analysis, staff advises the Planning 
Commission to recommend APPROVAL to the Columbia Township 
Board of the proposed rezoning to ‘Residential Suburban (RS)’.  

Staff Report Attachment(s): 

 Background information provided by Columbia Township 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggested Actions: 

(1) Recommend APPROVAL 
(2) Recommend DISAPPROVAL 
(3) Recommend APPROVAL 

WITH COMMENTS 
(4) Take NO ACTION 
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Jackson County Planning Commission 
 

Staffed by the Region 2 Planning Commission (R2PC) 
120 W. Michigan Avenue • Jackson, MI 49201 

Phone (517) 788-4426 
 

PA 116 FARMLAND AGREEMENT | #24-02 

 Applicant: Peter L. Ford  
9951 Huttenlocker Rd 
Munith, MI 48158 

 Date: January 24, 2024 

 Proposal: Application for Farmland Agreement in Waterloo Township 

 Location: An application was filed for the subject properties—Property IDs #000-05-17-351-
002-00 and 000-05-20-100-005-00—situated in SW 1/4 SEC 17 T1S R2E and NW ¼ 
of SEC 20 SEC 17 T1S R2E of Waterloo Township. It is located on the east side of 
Huttenlocker Road. 

 Description: The subject property has an area of approximately 56 acres of which 36 acres 
(approximately) are cultivated for cash crops.  There is six buildings, including a 
residence, barns, and grain storage located on the subject property. 

 Term: A term length of 20 years is requested. 

 Future Land Use: The land use map for Waterloo Township places the property in an area 
designated as "Agricultural.” 

 Staff Comments: Based upon this analysis staff advises the Jackson County Planning Commission to 
recommend APPROVAL of the application to the Waterloo Township Board.  
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