
 

 

 
 

Board Meeting 
 

*** Wednesday February 28, 2024, 8:00AM *** 
 

Leoni Township Hall – 913 Fifth Street 
Michigan Center, MI 49254 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to Order / Introductions 
 

2. Approval of the February 28, 2024 Agenda – ACTION  
 

3. Opportunity for Public Comment (limit 3 minutes per person) 
 

4. Approval of the February 7, 2024 Meeting Minutes (see enclosure) – ACTION 
 

5. Receipt of the February 2024 Financial Statements (see enclosure) – ACTION 
 

6. Leoni DDA Website/ JTV Update - DISCUSSION 
 

7.       Presentation by Attorney Steven Mann from Miller/Canfield  
 

8. Board Members Comments 
 

9. Opportunity for Public Comment (limit 2 minutes per person) 
 

10. Adjourn to the Call of the Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Leoni Township 
Downtown Development Authority 

 
Meeting Minutes – February 7, 2024 

 
The Downtown Development Authority of Leoni Township held a regular Board meeting on 
February 7, 2024 at the Leoni Township Hall. 
 
Members present (6): Tammy Brindle, Don Marshall, John Spencer, Howard Linnabary, 
Debbie Helmlinger, and Justin Mitchell 
  
Others present (5): Zack Smith, R2PC; Michael Jester, Dawn Croft, Leoni Township; David 
Barker, JTV; Steven Mann, Miller/Canfield 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER  
 

Chair Linnabary called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m.  A quorum was present.   
 

2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 

A motion to approve the January 10, 2024 agenda was made by Ms. Helmlinger, 
supported Chair Linnabary. The motion carried unanimously.   

 
3. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT  
 

Ms. Croft reported that the treasurer said that the board needed to make a decision 
about the 6 month CD at County National Bank. Ms. Brindle asked if the rate was the 
same. Ms. Croft responded that she did not see them dropping and a board discussion 
followed.  
 

4. APPROVAL OF THE JANUARY 10, 2024 MEETING MINUTES 
 

Motion to approve the January 10, 2024 meeting minutes as presented was made by 
Chair Linnabary, supported by Ms. Helmlinger. The motion carried unanimously.  

 
5. RECEIPT OF THE JANUARY 2024 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 

Motion to receive the January 2024 financial statements as presented was made by Mr. 
Spencer, supported Mr. Linnabary.  Roll call vote: AYES - Helmlinger, Linnabary, 
Marshall, Spencer, Brindle, Mitchell. The motion carried unanimously.  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Spencer to renew the 6 month CD at County National Bank, 
supported by Ms. Brindle. Roll call vote: AYES - Helmlinger, Linnabary, Marshall, 
Spencer, Brindle, Mitchell. The motion carried unanimously. 
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6.  LEONI DDA WEBSITE/ JTV UPDATE 
 

David Barker with JTV made a presentation of the website. He made two adjustments, 
he fixed the font to match the logo, he noted it was not the exact front but was as close 
as he could get. He also finished digitizing the Façade Grant Form. [Note: After the 
meeting Zack Smith asked Mr. Barker to take down the Façade Grant section of the 
website.] 
 
Mr. Barker said the site will need updates in the future, but again stressed the most 
important part is to keep the events calendar up to date, as it is the page that gets the 
most traffic. Mr. Marshall volunteered to be the contact for that.  
 
Ms. Brindle asked for an email with the domain name. Mr. Barker said he is not sure who 
hosts the domain, but that will be possible.  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Mitchell to go live with the website, supported by Mr. 
Spencer. Roll call vote: AYES - Helmlinger, Linnabary, Marshall, Spencer, Brindle, 
Mitchell. The motion carried unanimously. 
 

8.  PRESENTATION BY ATTORNEY STEVEN MANN FROM MILLER/CANFIELD 
 

Mr. Mann is a bond and municipal attorney who has worked with Leoni Township. He 
talked about the basic DDA functions and powers. He noted that the DDA is an entity 
that the township created and that it still has some power over it. The township board 
approves the DDA budget each year. The TIF is also created by the DDA but also 
adopted by the township.  
 
Mr. Mann passed around the part of Act 57 of 2018 that pertains to what a DDA can do 
(attached).  
 
There was extensive discussion about Façade Grants and that the DDA needed to 
examine library capture. He also addressed other questions from the board about 
representation, conflict of interest, payment of the board, and public meeting 
requirements. The board agreed to a mandatory follow up meeting on February 28th.   
 
A motion was made by Ms. Helmlinger that the March meeting take place on February 
28th, supported by Ms. Brindle. The motion carried unanimously. 
 

   
 
9.  BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 

The board discussed what to do about Façade Grants going forward and decided to go 
forward with the one in process and do no more after that. 
 
Mr. Jester said the focus moving forward needs to be on infrastructure, like running 
water and sewer to properties so they are shovel ready.  
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Mr. Spencer noted that the Leoni DDA paid a percentage towards the Leoni Township 
purchase of a Kubota with the understanding that it would be used for plowing of the Ann 
Arbor Rd Trail, however, it has been noticed that Leoni is using a pickup truck to plow. 
He said that they need to use the Kubota to plow or that the DDA should be reimbursed.  
 
Mr. Mitchell said that the DDA should focus more on keeping the roads clean, as well as 
adding lawn and landscaping.  
  

 
10. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

None. 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT TO THE CALL OF THE CHAIR 
 

There being no further business, Mr. Linnabary made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 
9:50 a.m., supported by Mr. Spencer. The motion carried unanimously.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Zack Smith, LDDA staff 
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