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DESCRIPTION:

Michigan’s diverse energy future is set in motion. Utility companies have bold
plans to expand solar options and other forms of renewable energy over the
next two decades and beyond. The shift in the utility sector from centralized
power generation to a higher number of accessory and principal use solar
energy systems (SES) means nearly every jurisdiction in Michigan will be
approached about a solar installation within the next five years. However,
relatively few of Michigan's 1,850 local government jurisdictions are prepared
with policy or regulation. The purpose of this training is to help Michigan
communities meet the challenge of becoming solar-ready by addressing SES
within their planning policies and zoning regulations.

This training is based on the newly-released Planning and Zoning for Solar
Energy Systems: A Guide for Michigan Local Governments and will explain:

e The context for solar energy development in Michigan;

e How various components, scales, and configurations of SES fit into
landscape patterns ranging between rural, suburban, and urban;

e Planning and siting considerations for solar energy systems including
colocation with other land uses; and

e Sample zoning approaches that attempt to balance the interests of
property owners and the community as a whole.

Participants of in-person events will receive a printed version of Planning &
Zoning for Solar Energy Systems: A Guide for Michigan Local Govemments.

This is a unique training opportunity that will serve as the basis for future,
more technical education offered for practitioners in Michigan in the coming
months.

There is no cost to attend this training thanks to a generous grant from the
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE).
Registration is required. To learn more and register, go to:

https://levents.anr.msu.edu/pzsolar

CONTACT: Mary Reilly at reillym8@msu.edu or 231-889-4277 ext. 1; or
Brad Neumann at neuman36@msu.edu or 906-315-2661.

Accommodations for persons with disabilities may be requested by
contacting the event contact two weeks prior to the start of the event.
Requests received after this date will be honored whenever possible.

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer, committed to achieving excellence through a diverse
workforce and inclusive culture that encourages all people to reach their full potential. Michigan State University
Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender
identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or
veteran status. Persons with disabilities have the right to request and receive reasonable accommodations.
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