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Lenawee County Planning Commission 
 

Staffed by the Region 2 Planning Commission (R2PC) 
120 W. Michigan Avenue • Jackson, MI 49201 

Phone (517) 788-4426 • Fax (517) 788-4635 

MEETING NOTICE 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
Grant E. Bauman 
R2PC Principal Planner 
(517) 768-6711 
gbauman@co.jackson.mi.us 

DATE: October 21, 2021 

TIME: 6:30 p.m. 

PLACE: Lenawee Room |Human Services Bldg. 
 1040 S. Winter Street 
 Adrian, Michigan 

MEETING AGENDA 

1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Public Comment [3-MINUTE LIMIT] 

3. Approval of Agenda [ACTION] 

4. Meeting Minutes 

Approval of the Minutes of the September 16, 2021, Meeting [ACTION]  .........................................  3 

5. Request(s) for Review, Comment, and Recommendation 

a. Consideration of Township Zoning Amendment(s) 

(1) #21-15 — Franklin Township [ACTION]  .........................................................................  7 

b. Consideration of PA 116 Farmland Agreement(s) 

(1) #21-22 — Deerfield Township [ACTION]  .....................................................................  13 

(2) #21-23 — Deerfield Township [ACTION]  .....................................................................  27 

(3) #21-24 — Deerfield Township [ACTION]  .....................................................................  39 

(4) #21-25 — Blissfield Township [ACTION]  .....................................................................  51 

(5) #21-26 — Ogden Township [ACTION]  .........................................................................  67 

c. Consideration of Master Plan(s) — None 

6. Other Business 

a. Old Business — None 
b. New Business — None 

7. Public Comment [2 MINUTE LIMIT] 

8. Commissioner Comment 

9. Adjournment 

 

Please note that the meeting will take place in person. 
The location is the Lenawee Room of the Human Services Building (1040 S. Winter Street). 

 

The next meeting of the Lenawee County Planning Commission is scheduled for November 18, 2021 
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Lenawee County Planning Commission 
 

Staffed by the Region 2 Planning Commission (R2PC) 
120 W. Michigan Avenue • Jackson, MI 49201 

Phone (517) 788-4426 • Fax (517) 788-4635 

MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, September 16, 2021 

Lenawee Room ● Lenawee County Human Services Building ● Adrian, Michigan 

 Members Present: Ms. Karol (KZ) Bolton, Lenawee County Commission; Mr. Keith Dersham, LCPC 
Secretary; Ms. Rebecca Liedel, LCPC Chair; Mr. Bruce Nickel; and Mr. Dale Witt 

 Members Absent: Mr. Ralph Tillotson, Lenawee County Commission 

 Others Present: Mr. Grant Bauman, LCPC Staff/Recording Secretary. 

Item 1 Call to order. Chair Liedel called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. Those in attendance 
joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Item 2 Public comment. None. 

Item 3 Approval of Agenda. Staff submitted the 09/16/2021 meeting agenda for approval. 

Comm. Bolton made a motion, seconded by Comm. Witt, to approve the September 16, 2021, 
meeting agenda as written. The motion passed unanimously. 

Item 4 Approval of Minutes. Staff submitted the 08/19/2021 meeting minutes for approval. 

Comm. Bolton made a motion, seconded by Comm. Nickel, to approve the August 19, 2021, 
meeting minutes as written. The motion passed unanimously. 

Item 5 Request(s) for Review, Comment, and Recommendation 

a. Consideration of Township Zoning Amendment(s). 

(1) #21-12 | Madison Township. Commissioners reviewed the proposed overlay rezon-

ing of a subject property (MD0-101-4100-00) to the Medical Marihuana Facility Over-
lay (MMFO) district. Staff summarized his report advising Commissioners to recom-
mend disapproval of the proposed rezoning (see the staff report). 

Comm. Dersham made a motion, seconded by Comm. Witt, to concur with the staff 
advisement to recommend disapproval of the proposed overlay rezoning of the sub-
ject property (MD0-101-4100-00) to the Medical Marihuana Facility Overlay (MMFO) 
district to the Madison Township Board (see the staff report). The motion passed 
unanimously. 

(2) #21-13 | Deerfield Township. Commissioners reviewed the proposed zoning ordi-

nance text amendments regarding the sale and transfer of guns by a licensed dealer 
as a type of home occupation in the Agricultural (AA) district, with some restrictions. 
Staff summarized his report advising Commissioners to recommend approval of the 
proposed text amendments (see the staff report). 
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Comm. Dersham made a motion, seconded by Comm. Witt, to concur with the staff 
advisement to recommend approval of the proposed text amendment regarding the 
sale and transfer of guns by a licensed dealer as a type of home occupation in the 
Agricultural (AA) district. The motion passed by majority vote, with Comm. Bolton 
voting no. 

(3) #21-14 | Cambridge Township. Commissioners reviewed the proposed zoning ordi-

nance text amendments regarding barn event venues as a conditional use in the Ag-
ricultural (AG-1) district. Staff summarized his report advising Commissioners to rec-
ommend approval of the proposed text amendments (see the staff report). 

Comm. Bolton made a motion, seconded by Comm. Witt, to concur with the staff ad-
visement to recommend approval of the proposed text amendments regarding barn 
event venues as a conditional use in the Agricultural (AG-1) district. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

b. Consideration of PA 116 Farmland Agreement(s). 

(1) #21-17 | Blissfield Township. Commissioners reviewed an application for a 14.44-

acre parcel (ID #BL0-234-3775-00) located in Section 34 (T7S-R5E) of the Township. 
Staff summarized his memo and advised Commissioners to recommend approval 
with comments of the agreement (see the staff report). 

Comm. Bolton made a motion, seconded by Comm. Nickel, to concur with the staff 
advisement to recommend approval with comments of the PA 116 agreement to the 
Blissfield Township Board (see the staff report). The motion passed unanimously. 

(2) #21-18 | Ridgeway Township. Commissioners reviewed an application for parcels (ID 

#RD0-224-3600-00 and #RD0-224-3050-00) located in Section 24 (T6S-R5E) of the 
Township. Staff summarized his memo and advised Commissioners to recommend 
approval with comments of the agreement (see the staff report). Commissioners 
were concerned about the discrepancy between the reported size of the properties 
(i.e., 331.86 acres) and the size of those parcels identified by GIS (i.e., 83.9 acres). 

Comm. Bolton made a motion, seconded by Comm. Nickel, to recommend disap-
proval of the PA 116 agreement to the Ridgeway Township Board until the acreage 
can be proven. The motion passed unanimously. 

(3) #21-19 | Ridgeway Township. Commissioners reviewed an application for parcels (ID 

#RD0-214-1300-00 and #RD0-214-2780-00) totaling 60.31 acres and located in Sec-
tion 14 (T6S-R5E) of the Township. Staff summarized his memo and advised Commis-
sioners to recommend approval with comments of the agreement (see the staff re-
port). 

Comm. Bolton made a motion, seconded by Comm. Witt, to concur with the staff ad-
visement to recommend approval with comments of the PA 116 agreement to the 
Ridgeway Township Board (see the staff report). The motion passed unanimously. 

(4) #21-20 | Seneca Township. Commissioners reviewed an application for a 103-acre 

parcel (ID #SE0-135-4050-00) located in Section 35 (T8S-R2E) of the Township. Staff 
summarized his memo and advised Commissioners to recommend approval with 
comments of the agreement (see the staff report). 
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Comm. Nickel made a motion, seconded by Comm. Bolton, to concur with the staff 
advisement to recommend approval with comments of the PA 116 agreement to the 
Seneca Township Board (see the staff report). The motion passed unanimously. 

(5) #21-21 | Seneca Township. Commissioners reviewed an application for a 30-acre 

parcel (ID #SE0-133-3775-00) located in Section 33 (T8S-R2E) of the Township. Staff 
summarized his memo and advised Commissioners to recommend approval with 
comments of the agreement (see the staff report). 

Comm. Bolton made a motion, seconded by Comm. Nickel, to concur with the staff 
advisement to recommend approval with comments of the PA 116 agreement to the 
Seneca Township Board (see the staff report). The motion passed unanimously. 

c. Consideration of Master Plan(s). None. 

Item 6 Other Business. 

a. Old Business. None. 

b. New Business. None. 

Item 7 Public Comment. None. 

Item 8 Commissioner Comment. Comm. Bolton provided members with an update regarding 
the renovation of the Old Lenawee County Courthouse. 

Item 9 Adjournment. The meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Grant E. Bauman, LCPC Recording Secretary 
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Lenawee County Planning Commission 
 

Staffed by the Region 2 Planning Commission (R2PC) 
120 W. Michigan Avenue • Jackson, MI 49201 

Phone (517) 788-4426 • Fax (517) 788-4635 

Coordinated Zoning Report | #21-15 

 To: County Planning Commissioners 
 From: Grant E. Bauman, Principal Planner 
 Date: October 11, 2021 

 Proposal: Text Amendment to the Franklin Township Zoning Ordinance regarding the Lake District 

Overlay Zone 

Analysis and Advisement 

Background – Section 9.05 of the Zoning Ordinance establishes the Lake District Overlay Zone, recog-

nizing the small size of lots in subdivisions located around Evans Lake and Sand Lake. Section 9.05.1 
identifies the plats included in the overlay district. Section 9.05.1(B)4 identified “The Plat of Ardendale 
Subdivision (except lots 1 through 13)”. 

The Township wishes to remove the exception of lots 1 through 13 
of the subdivision from Section 9.05.1(B)4, making it simply “The 
Plat of Ardendale Subdivision”. 

LCPC Staff Advisement – Based upon the above analysis, staff ad-

vises the County Planning Commission to recommend APPROVAL of 
the proposed text amendment to the Franklin Township Board. 

Attachment(s): 

 Background information provided by the Township. 

 

Recommended Actions: 

(1) Recommend APPROVAL 
(2) Recommend DISAPPROVAL 
(3) Recommend APPROVAL WITH 

COMMENTS 
(4) Take NO ACTION 
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Lenawee County Planning Commission 
 

Staffed by the Region 2 Planning Commission (R2PC) 
120 W. Michigan Avenue • Jackson, MI 49201 

Phone (517) 788-4426 • Fax (517) 788-4635 

PA 116 FARMLAND AGREEMENT | FA #21-22 
 Applicant(s): Prielipp Farms 

4651 Downing Highway 
Britton, MI 49229 

 Date: October 11, 2021 

 Local Government: Deerfield Township 

 Purpose: Enrollment application 

 Location: The subject properties (ID #DE0-134-2200-00 and #DE0-135-1050-00) are located 
on the south side of Laberdee Road, south of Hoagland Highway and west of 
Keinath Highway, in Sections 34 and 35 of the Township (T6S, R5E) (see Figure 1). 

 Description: The subject properties have an area of approximately 117.34 acres, of which 
116.32 acres are cultivated for cash crops. No buildings are located on the prop-
erty (see Figure 3). 

 Term: 50 years. 

 Future Land Use: The Lenawee County Comprehensive Land Use Plan places the subject proper-
ties in the midst of an area recommended for ‘intensive agriculture’ uses (see 
Figure 2). 

 Staff Comments: The applicant should consider/address the following comment(s)/suggestion(s) 
included in the application: 

 Question #16g. The number of buildings should be listed as 0 rather than 
leaving the question blank. 

 Appraisal Record. The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Devel-
opment (MDARD) also requests a copy of the most recent appraisal record 
for the properties. 

Staff Advisement: Based upon this analysis, staff advises the Lenawee County Planning Commis-
sion to recommend APPROVAL WITH COMMENTS of the PA 116 application to 
the Deerfield Township Board, provided the applicant considers the com-
ment(s)/suggestion(s) listed in the staff report. 

Attachment(s): 

 Background information provided by the applicant/township.  
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Figure 1 
Location 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2 
County Future Land Use 
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Figure 3 
USDA Aerial Photograph 
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Lenawee County Planning Commission 
 

Staffed by the Region 2 Planning Commission (R2PC) 
120 W. Michigan Avenue • Jackson, MI 49201 

Phone (517) 788-4426 • Fax (517) 788-4635 

PA 116 FARMLAND AGREEMENT | FA #21-23 
 Applicant(s): Prielipp Farms 

4651 Downing Highway 
Britton, MI 49229 

 Date: October 11, 2021 

 Local Government: Deerfield Township 

 Purpose: Enrollment application 

 Location: The subject property (ID #DE0-133-3105-00) is located on the south side of Garno 
Road, west of Sisson Highway, in Section 33 of the Township (T6S, R5E) (see Fig-
ure 1). 

 Description: The subject property has an area of approximately 9.21 acres, of which 8.92 
acres are cultivated for cash crops. The gross annual income per acre is $500, 
well above the $200/acre minimum required by MDARD (the Michigan Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Rural Development) for farms under 40 acres. No build-
ings are located on the property (see Figure 3). 

 Term: 50 years. 

 Future Land Use: The Lenawee County Comprehensive Land Use Plan places the subject property 
in the midst of an area recommended for ‘intensive agriculture’ uses (see Figure 
2). 

 Staff Comments: The applicant should consider/address the following comment(s)/suggestion(s) 
included in the application: 

 Question #16g. The number of buildings should be listed as 0 rather than 
leaving the question blank. 

 Appraisal Record. MDARD also requests a copy of the most recent appraisal 
record for the properties. 

Staff Advisement: Based upon this analysis, staff advises the Lenawee County Planning Commis-
sion to recommend APPROVAL WITH COMMENTS of the PA 116 application to 
the Deerfield Township Board, provided the applicant considers the com-
ment(s)/ suggestion(s) listed in the staff report. 

Attachment(s): 

 Background information provided by the applicant/township.  
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Figure 1 
Location 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2 
County Future Land Use 
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Figure 3 
USDA Aerial Photograph 
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Lenawee County Planning Commission 
 

Staffed by the Region 2 Planning Commission (R2PC) 
120 W. Michigan Avenue • Jackson, MI 49201 

Phone (517) 788-4426 • Fax (517) 788-4635 

PA 116 FARMLAND AGREEMENT | FA #21-24 
 Applicant(s): Daniel J. Prielipp 

4651 Downing Highway 
Britton, MI 49229 

 Date: October 11, 2021 

 Local Government: Deerfield Township 

 Purpose: Enrollment application 

 Location: The subject property (ID #DE0-133-2650-00) is located on the north side of Garno 
Road, and the west side of Sisson Highway, in Section 33 of the Township (T6S, 
R5E) (see Figure 1). 

 Description: The subject property has an area of approximately 13.93 acres, of which 11.59 
acres are cultivated for cash crops. The gross annual income per acre are not re-
ported. The gross annual income must be at least $200/acre for farms less than 
40 acres in size. The applicant confirmed that there is a vacant/dilapidated dwell-
ing located on the property (see Figure 3). 

 Term: 50 years. 

 Future Land Use: The Lenawee County Comprehensive Land Use Plan places the subject property 
in the midst of an area recommended for ‘intensive agriculture’ uses (see Figure 
2). 

 Staff Comments: The applicant should consider/address the following comment(s)/suggestion(s) 
included in the application: 

 Question #16g. The number of buildings should be listed as 1, rather than 
leaving the question blank. 

 Question #17. Given that the property is less than 40 acres in area, the an-
nual average gross income per acre should be reported rather than leaving 
the question blank. 

 Appraisal Record. MDARD also requests a copy of the most recent appraisal 
record for the properties. 

Staff Advisement: Based upon this analysis, staff advises the Lenawee County Planning Commis-
sion to recommend APPROVAL WITH COMMENTS of the PA 116 application to 
the Deerfield Township Board, provided the applicant considers the com-
ment(s)/suggestion(s) listed in the staff report. 

Attachment(s): 

 Background information provided by the applicant/township.  
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Figure 1 
Location 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2 
County Future Land Use 

 

10/21/21 LCPC Agenda Packet Page #40 



Page 3 FA | #21-24 
 

Figure 3 
USDA Aerial Photograph 
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Lenawee County Planning Commission 
 

Staffed by the Region 2 Planning Commission (R2PC) 
120 W. Michigan Avenue • Jackson, MI 49201 

Phone (517) 788-4426 • Fax (517) 788-4635 

PA 116 FARMLAND AGREEMENT | FA #21-25 
 Applicant(s): Daniel J. Prielipp 

4651 Downing Highway 
Britton, MI 49229 

 Date: October 11, 2021 

 Local Government: Blissfield Township 

 Purpose: Enrollment application 

 Location: The subject properties (ID #BL0-206-3100-00 and #BL0-206-3150-00) are located 
on the south side of Pixley Road, and the east side of Wellsville Highway, in Sec-
tion 6 of the Township (T7S, R5E) (see Figure 1). 

 Description: The subject properties have an area of approximately 19.72 acres, of which ap-
proximately 15.93 acres are cultivated for cash crops. The average gross annual 
income per acre is approximately $500, well above the minimum $200/acre re-
quired by MDARD (the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment) for farms under 40 acres. The property contains a barn as well as grain 
storage and grain drying facilities. It also contains a dwelling and associated ac-
cessory buildings, but they are going to be torn down and MDARD said they 
could be left off the application. 

 Term: 50 years. 

 Future Land Use: The Lenawee County Comprehensive Land Use Plan places the subject property in 
the midst of an area recommended for ‘intensive agricultural’ uses (see Figure 2). 

 Staff Comments: The applicants should consider/address the following errors/omissions included 
in the application: 

 Question #16g. ‘Barn’, ‘grain storage facility’, and ‘grain drying facility’ are 
checked off. However, the number of buildings in each building type should 
be provided along with the total number of buildings. 

 Appraisal Records. MDARD also requests a copy of the most recent appraisal 
record for both properties. 

Staff Advisement: Based upon this analysis, staff advises the Lenawee County Planning Commis-
sion to recommend APPROVAL WITH COMMENTS of the PA 116 application to 
the Blissfield Township Board, provided the applicant considers the comments/ 
suggestions listed in the staff report. 

Attachment(s): 

 Background information provided by the applicant/township. 
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Figure 1 
Location 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2 
County Future Land Use 
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Figure 3 
USDA Aerial Photograph 
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Lenawee County Planning Commission 
 

Staffed by the Region 2 Planning Commission (R2PC) 
120 W. Michigan Avenue • Jackson, MI 49201 

Phone (517) 788-4426 • Fax (517) 788-4635 

PA 116 FARMLAND AGREEMENT | FA #21-26 
 Applicant(s): Debra L. Thompson 

12 Dickens Street 
Spring Arbor, MI 49283 

 Date: October 11, 2021 

 Local Government: Ogden Township c/o Lenawee County Board of Commissioners 

 Purpose: Enrollment application 

 Location: The subject property (ID #OG0-136-2350-00) is located on the west side of 
Thompson Highway, south of Mulberry Road, in Section 36 of Ogden Township 
(T8S, R4E) (see Figure 1). 

 Description: The subject property has an area of approximately 38.1 acres, all of which are 
cultivated. The average gross annual income per acre is approximately $480.89, 
well above the minimum $200/acre required by MDARD (the Michigan Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Rural Development) for farms under 40 acres. The prop-
erty contains no buildings (see Figure 3). 

 Term: 20 years. 

 Future Land Use: The Lenawee County Comprehensive Land Use Plan places the subject property in 
the midst of an area recommended for ‘intensive agricultural’ uses (see Figure 2). 

 Staff Comments: The applicants should consider/address the following errors/omissions included 
in the application: 

 Question #16a. The type of agricultural enterprise should be identified. 

 Appraisal Record. MDARD also requests a copy of the most recent appraisal 
record for the property. 

Staff Advisement: Based upon this analysis, staff advises the Lenawee County Planning Commis-
sion to recommend APPROVAL WITH COMMENTS of the PA 116 application to 
the Lenawee County Board of Commissioners, provided the applicant considers 
the comments/ suggestions listed in the staff report. 

Attachment(s): 

 Background information provided by the applicant/township. 
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Figure 1 
Location 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2 
County Future Land Use 
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Figure 3 
USDA Aerial Photograph 
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