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Community Description  

A priority of Summit Township is to develop a recreation plan which responds to the recreational needs and desires of its residents. Given that 
charge, this plan provides a clear picture of the recreation opportunities available to residents regardless of who provides them. This review 
includes nontraditional opportunities such as historic districts/structures and shopping opportunities as well as traditional parks and recreation 
facilities. 

In addition to its rich network of aquatic features, Summit Township and its surroundings are home to a variety of communities, neighborhoods, 
and districts.  The presence of trail corridors requires an intensive review of how that asset can be further integrated into the Township. With all 
those issues in mind, a sincere effort was spent in developing this recreation plan which represents the projected needs for recreation facilities 
and services in the 21st Century. 

Location  

Summit Township is located near the center of Jackson County, sur-
rounding the southern two-thirds of the City of Jackson (see Map 1).  
The Vandercook Lake CDP (Census Designated Place) is located along 
the eastern border of the municipality and adjacent to the lake from 
which the name of the unincorporated settlement is derived (see 
Map 2, Appendix A).  Summit Township is also bordered by Blackman 
Township to the north, the Townships of Leoni and Napoleon Town-
ship to the east, Columbia Township to the southeast, Liberty Town-
ship to the south, Hanover Township to the southwest, Spring Arbor 
Township to the west, and Sandstone Township to the northwest. A 
number of major roadways traverse the approximately thirty (30) 
square mile municipality: United States Highway 127 (freeway and 
Meridian Road (US- 127)), Brooklyn Road (M-50/BL-127), and Michi-
gan Highway 60 (freeway) (M-60). 

Jackson County is located in south-central Lower Michigan, close to 
the border with Northwest Ohio and Northeast Indiana (see Map 1). 

Map 1 
Regional Location 
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The Jackson Urbanized Area is located in the center of the County and covers much of Summit Township (see Map 2, Appendix A). The junction 
of I-94 and US-127 is located just north of �š�Z�������]�š�Ç���}�(���:�����l�•�}�v�U�������Œ�v�]�v�P���š�Z�������Œ�������š�Z�����v�]���l�v���u�����}�(���^���Œ�}�•�•�Œ�}�����•���}�(���D�]���Z�]�P���v�X�_���d�Z�}�•�����Œ�}�����•�����}�v�v�����š��
Jackson directly to Ann Arbor and Detroit to the east, Battle Creek and Kalamazoo to the west, and Lansing to the north. 

A Brief Socioeconomic Summary  

The composition of Summit Township�[�•���‰�}�‰�µ�o���š�]�}�v has an effect upon its recreational needs.  Pertinent demographic components are listed 
below along with a brief paragraph describing the local situation.  Each component is described in greater detail in Appendix B of this document. 

�x Population History & Projections.  The 2010 population for Summit Township�[�• population was 22,508 people and the 2016 population 
was estimated to be 22,502 people. The population is expected to increase to 23,824 people by 2025. Approximately 21% of Summit 
Township residents (4,723 people) lived in the Vandercook Lake CDP (Census Designated Place) in 2016. 

�x Age & Gender of the Population.  The estimated median age of Summit Township residents was 44.5 years and the estimated median 
age of Vandercook Lake residents was 39.3 years. Baby Boomers (26%) were estimated to comprise the largest generation in Summit 
Township, followed by Millennials (24%), Generation X (24%), the iGeneration and younger (17%), and the Silent Generation and older 
(9%). Generation X (25%) was estimated to comprise the largest generation in Vandercook Lake, followed by Millennials (24%), Baby 
Boomers (22%), the iGeneration and younger (22%), and the Silent Generation and older (7%) Females comprised 52% of the popula-
tions of both Summit Township and Vandercook Lake. 

�x Racial & Ethnic Composition.  The populations of Summit Township and Vandercook Lake are very homogenous. An estimated 89% of 
Summit Township residents and an estimated 99% of Vandercook Lake residents were white in 2016. An estimated 3% of Summit Town-
ship residents and an estimated 1% of Vandercook Lake residents were Hispanic. 

�x Disabilities of Residents.  An estimated 13% of Summit Township residents and an estimated 17% of the residents of Vandercook Lake 
residents were disabled in 2016. An estimated 8% of Summit Township residents and 10% Vandercook Lake residents had an ambulatory 
disability. Older people were more apt to have a disability. For example, an estimated 32% of Summit Township residents 75 years old or 
older and an estimated 40% of Vandercook Lake residents 75 years old or older had an ambulatory disability. 

�x Household & Family Composition.  An estimated 66% of Summit Township households and an estimated 74% of Vandercook Lake 
households were comprised of families in 2016. Single people comprised an estimated 29% of all Summit Township households and an 
estimated 21% of Vandercook Lake households in 2016. Other non-family households comprised an estimated 5% of the households in 
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both Summit T�}�Á�v�•�Z�]�‰�����v�����s���v�����Œ���}�}�l���>���l���X���K�v�o�Ç�����v�����•�š�]�u���š�������î�9���}�(���^�µ�u�u�]�š���d�}�Á�v�•�Z�]�‰�[�•���Œ���•�]�����v�š�•���Œ���•�]���������]�v���P�Œ�}�µ�‰���‹�µ���Œ�š���Œ�•���]�v���î�ì�í�ò��
and none of them lived in the CDP. 

�x Income.  The estimated median income was $57,998 for Summit Township households and an estimated $48,564 for Vandercook Lake 
households. The estimated median income was $71,789 for Summit Township families and an estimated $57,708 for Vandercook Lake 
families. The estimated per capita income was for $30,355 for Summit Township residents and $22,863 for Vandercook Lake residents. 

�x Housing Types.  An estimated 82% of Summit Township dwellings and 90% of Vandercook Lake dwellings were single-family homes in 
2016. An estimated 15% of Summit Township dwellings and 1% of Vandercook Lake dwellings were located in multi-family buildings. An 
estimated 3% of Summit Township dwellings and an estimated 9% of Vandercook Lake dwellings were mobile homes. 

Administrative Structure  
In response to identified recreation needs, the Summit Township Board formed the Recreation Planning Committee under the authority of Pub-
lic Act 156 of 1917 (Recreation and Playgrounds).  The Act: 

�x authorizes �^���]�š�]���•�U���À�]�o�o���P���•�U�����}�µ�v�š�]���•�U��townships ���v�����•���Z�}�}�o�����]�•�š�Œ�]���š�•���š�}���}�‰���Œ���š�����•�Ç�•�š���u�•���}�(���‰�µ���o�]�����Œ�����Œ�����š�]�}�v�����v�����‰�o���Ç�P�Œ�}�µ�v���•�_���~empha-
sis added).  It also allows those entities to: 

o �^�}�‰���Œ���š�� a system of public recreation and playgrounds; acquire, equip and maintain land, buildings or other recreational facili-
�š�]���•�V�����u�‰�o�}�Ç�������•�µ�‰���Œ�]�v�š���v�����v�š���}�(���Œ�����Œ�����š�]�}�v�����v�������•�•�]�•�š���v�š�•�V���À�}�š�������v�������Æ�‰���v�����(�µ�v���•���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����}�‰���Œ���š�]�}�v���}�(���•�µ���Z���•�Ç�•�š���u�X�_ 

o �^�}�‰���Œ���š�����•�µ���Z�������•�Ç�•tem independently or they may cooperate in its conduct in any manner which they may mutually agree; or 
they may delegate the operation of the system to a recreation board created by any or all of them, and appropriate money, 
voted for this purpose, to such ���}���Œ���X�_ 

�x �d�Z���������š�����o�•�}�����o�o�}�Á�•���‰���Œ�l���•�Ç�•�š���u�•���š�}���}�‰���Œ���š�����}�v���^�~�í�•���‰�Œ�}�‰���Œ�š�Ç���µ�v�����Œ���]�š�•�����µ�•�š�}���Ç�����v�����u���v���P���u���v�š�V���~�î�•���}�š�Z���Œ���‰�µ���o�]�����‰�Œ�}�‰���Œ�š�Ç���X���X��.; [and] 
�~�ï�•���‰�Œ�]�À���š�����‰�Œ�}�‰���Œ�š�Ç�U���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�������}�v�•���v�š���}�(���š�Z�����}�Á�v���Œ�•�X�_ 

Organizational Structure  

The Recreation Planning Committee is charged with producing this recreation plan and advising the Township Board on recreation issues and 
grant opportunities. However, the Summit Township Board maintains final authority concerning local recreation issues. Staff and consultants 
advise the Township during the development of recreation plan updates and amendments as well as on grant applications and other recreation 
issues.  The Township may also rely on organized volunteer labor for specific projects on an as-needed basis. 
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Organizational Chart 

 

�D���u�����Œ�•�Z�]�‰���}�v���š�Z�����Z�����Œ�����š�]�}�v���W�o���v�v�]�v�P�����}�u�u�]�š�š���������}�v�•�]�•�š�•���}�(���(�}�µ�Œ���š�}�Á�v�•�Z�]�‰���Œ���•�]�����v�š�•�����•���Á���o�o�����•���o�]���]�•�}�v�•���(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�����d�}�Á�v�•�Z�]�‰�[�•����oard and Plan-
�v�]�v�P�����}�u�u�]�•�•�]�}�v�X���d�Z�����d�}�Á�v�•�Z�]�‰�[�•���^�µ�‰���Œ�À�]�•�}�Œ�U�����o���Œ�l�U�����v�����d�Œ�����•�µ�Œ���Œ�U���]�v���������]�š�]�}�v���š�}���(�}�µ�Œ���š�Œ�µ�•�š�����•�U�����}�u�‰�Œ�]�•�����š�Z�������}���Œ���X���d�Z�����d�}�Á�v�•�Z�]�‰�[�•���•�}�v�]�v�P�������r
ministrator is the primary staff person on recreation issues. Region 2 Planning Commission staff also advises the Township when requested. 
Summit Township may utilize volunteers for specific recreation projects. 

Sources of Funding 

Summit Township identifies several potential sources of revenue for recreation: 

�x general tax fund dollars 
�x grants awarded for specific projects 
�x donations from the general citizenry and philanthropic organizations 

General tax fund dollars are used for recreation, including the cost of producing this document. The Township may solicit grants for the acquisi-
tion of parkland and the development of a park or recreational facility (e.g., trails, playgrounds, picnic shelters, sports facilities, etc.). Donations 
to be used at the discretion of the Township or for a specific facility or program will also be accepted. A portion of the local match required of 
most grants may also come from the general fund or donations. Grants for parks and recreational facilities are likely to come from several 
sources: 

�x The Michigan Department of Natural Resources 

o The Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund 
o The Land and Water Conservation Fund (a Federal program administered locally by the State of Michigan) 

Summit Township Board

Recreation Planning 
Committee

Township Staff and 
Consultants
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�x The Michigan Department of Transportation 
o Michigan Transportation Alternatives Program (a Federal program administered locally by the State of Michigan) 

�x The Jackson County Road Commission 
o The 1% annual allocation of state transportation (Act 51) fund for non-motorized facilities 

Parks and Recreation Budgeting  

Summit Township currently owns a couple of trails, but it does not own, staff, or maintain any other recreation facilities. Consequently, the need 
for full-time recreation staff is not anticipated.  The Township currently contracts with the City of Jackson for trails maintenance. As maintenance 
responsibilities increase with the development of the trail system, the Township will continue to contract with the City, a private company, or 
the Jackson County Parks and Recreation Commission for trail maintenance. 

Relationships with Other Public Agencies  

Summit Township is not the only supplier of parks and recreational opportunities to its residents. 

Schools 

Vandercook Lake Public Schools serve a major population center within the Township (i.e., the Vandercook Lake CDP)) and Jackson Public 
Schools also serve many school-aged residents (see Map 3, Appendix A).  Hanover-Horton Schools, the Western School District, and East Jackson 
Community Schools also serve some students living along the perimeter of the Township.  The Jackson County Intermediate School District 
(which includes Vandercook Lake and Jackson Public Schools) provides educational services to residents and local school districts.  Please refer to 
Chapter 3 for a more detailed description of the recreational facilities and programs provided by schools. 

Local, County, State, and Private Parks and Recreation Facilities 

Jackson County and the City of Jackson are major recreation providers in and around Summit Township.  Some of the nearby townships and 
villages also maintain parks.  The State of Michigan provides a variety of recreational facilities as well in the form of nearby state game, wildlife, 
and recreation areas; state historic parks; and state parks throughout the State (although none of those facilities are located in the study area).  
A variety of private entrepreneurs and quasi-public agencies also provide recreation facilities and programs in and around Summit Township.  
Recreational programs take place in many of the facilities listed above.  Those programs are sponsored by a variety of public, quasi-public, and 
private boosters.  Please refer to Chapter 3 for a more detailed description of recreation facilities in the Summit Township Area. 
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Active Jackson 

Active Jackson is a group of community leaders in the City of Jackson and throughout Jackson County. It also serves as the Active Living Health 
Action Team for the Health Information Organization (HIO) founded by Henry Ford Allegiance Health. The chair of the Summit Township Recrea-
tion Planning Committee is a member of the organization. �/�š�•���u�]�•�•�]�}�v���]�•�W���^�d�}�����Œ�����š�������v�����v�À�]�Œ�}�v�u���v�š���Á�Z���Œ�����]�š�[�•�������•�Ç���š�}���Á���o�l�����v�������]�l�����(�}�Œ���Œ�����Œ�����r
tion, transportation, ���v�����Z�����o�š�Z�V�����v�����š�}�������µ�����š�������v�������v���}�µ�Œ���P�������]�š�]�Ì���v�•���š�}�������������š�]�À���_�X��As part of that effort, the HIO conducted a Collaborative 
Community Assessment Metric Report which published the results of a community health assessment survey conducted in 2017. The answers to 
various questions regarding general health, physical activity/overweight and obesity illustrate the need for additional recreation facilities in Sum-
mit Township and the rest of Jackson County. 

�x When asked questions about weight and height, it was determined that 32.6% of respondents were overweight (i.e., had a body mass 
index of 25.0-29.9) and 39.9% were obese (i.e., had a body mass index of �•30.0). 

�x When asked to rate the difficulty in finding a place to exercise, 10.9% of respondents reported it was �Zsomewhat difficult�[ and 6.2% re-
ported in was �Zvery difficult�[. 

�x When asked if they feel if sidewalks and bike routes in their neighborhood are adequate, 77.9% and 80.2% responded �Zyes�[, respectively.  
�x When asked if they use bicycle paths or bike trails in their community, 25.1% said �Zyes�[, 44.0% said �Zno�[, and 30.9% said �š�Z�����Zcommunity 

���}���•���v�}�š���Z���À�������v�Ç�[���(�����]�o�]�š�]���•�X 
�x When respondents who reported having school age children that walk or bike to school were asked if there is a safe route to school for 

�š�Z���]�Œ���l�]���•�U���ò�ô�X�ð�9���Œ���•�‰�}�v���������Z�Ç���•�[�����v�����ï�í�X�ò�9���Œ���•�‰�}�v���������Z�v�}�[�X���t�Z���v�����•�l�������Z�}�Á���u���v�Ç�������Ç�•�������Á�����l���š�Z���]�Œ���l�]���•���Á���o�l���}�Œ�����]�l�����š�}���•���Z�}�}�o, 34.4% 
�•���]�����Z�í�������Ç�[�U���ï�í�X�ò�9���•���]�����Z�î�������Ç�•�[�U�����v�����ï�ð�X�ì�9���•���]�����Z�ñ�������Ç�•�[�X 

Active Jackson will participate in the development of the Combined City of Jackson and Jackson County Non-Motorized Plan by facilitating public 
engagement and providing stakeholder engagement for identifying possible non-motorized routes. Routes running through Summit Township 
will become part of the next edition of the Summit Township Recreation Plan. The Region 2 Planning Commission, the City of Jackson, and Jack-
son County will begin the planning effort in 2019. 
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