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County Cluster LQ Charts

Reading County “Bubble”

 

LQ Charts

This section contains 83 LQ charts, one for each county in Michigan presented in alphabetical order.  
Each chart communicates three variables: 1) Location quotient, 2) change in location quotient, and 
3) sales in each cluster.  Location quotient is shown along the vertical axis (higher the better), 
change in location quotient is shown along the horizontal axis (to the right is better), and relative 
sales is displayed according to the area of each bubble.  

Location quotient is calculated differently

 

in this section than in the state LQ charts found in the first 
section.  In this section, LQ is calculated by dividing the proportion of employment in a particular 
cluster in county X by the proportion of Michigan employment accounted for by that cluster 
according to the National Establishment Time Series (NETS) database.  Therefore, this section 
compares cluster employment within counties to cluster employment within the state as a whole.

The scales of each chart

 

as well as the maximum and minimum values of the axes vary significantly 
between counties.  Additionally, the size of each cluster

 

bubble in a chart is proportional to other 
clusters within that county e.g. bubble size in the Kent County chart is not

 

proportional to bubble size 
in the Leelanau County chart.  Therefore, each of the 83 charts is useful for analyzing clusters in a 
particular county, but they are not

 

particularly useful for comparing clusters between counties.  The 
color-coded table contained in the next section is more effective for comparisons.   

In some cases there are two charts.  This is usually because one

 

or two clusters are “off the chart”

 

and including them with the rest of the clusters “squashes”

 

them so differences are not easily 
discerned.
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